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What is a Genre? 

A genre is defined as a category of written expression that is characterised by similarities in form, 

style or subject matter. The term originated in French, meaning ‘independent style’, and is often 

referred to as ‘form’ or ‘type’ of writing. There are many different genres to choose from. When it 

comes to literature and writing, there are two main genres: fiction and non-fiction. However, 

within these there are sub-genres such as short story, script, essay and scientific report—for 

some genres, you can go even further. For example, there are several different kinds of essays, 

including persuasive and informative. Genres are useful because they allow us to categorise and 

define types of writing.

What is the Importance of Genre? 

There is inherent value in texts conforming to specific genres—if we know what the text is trying 

to achieve before we become familiar with the text, then the text is already one step closer to 

achieving its purpose. Genre is critical for both the reader and the author—if the author does not 

know the purpose of their text while writing it, then it will fail to engage readers and will not hold 

any value. 

Of course, choice of genre is only one of the important issues to be addressed when constructing 

a text. 

How to Construct a Genre 

To create a text, a good writer must progress through several stages. 

1. Pre-Writing/Planning 

In this section, the author must consider several questions, which will help them in putting their 

text into perspective (and thus help them identify why they are writing it). 

The questions are: 

A. Why am I writing? I.e., what is the purpose of this piece? 

B. Who am I writing for? I.e., who is my audience? 

C. What subject matter will I include? I.e., what am I writing about? 

D. What genre will I use? I.e., in which medium will I best be able to present my thoughts? 

N.B. “What genre will I use” is only one of the considerations—and this will often be heavily 

influenced by the answers to a, b, and c.

Planning a text before beginning to write will assist the author in following the structure of their 

chosen genre and therefore sequence their ideas in an effective way. Every individual will have a 

different method of planning that suits them, whether it is brainstorming, outlining or listing. All 

plans should integrate the structure of the chosen genre and how the text will follow that genre. 
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Planning a text before beginning to write will assist the author in following the structure of their 

chosen genre and therefore sequence their ideas in an effective way. Every individual will have a 

different method of planning that suits them, whether it is brainstorming, outlining or listing. All 

plans should integrate the structure of the chosen genre and how the text will follow that genre. 

2. Writing/Drafting/Redrafting 

In this stage, the author forms their piece of work, using the answers to the questions in stage 

one as their foundations. In this stage, the true meaning of the text is created, and its purpose 

becomes easily identifiable. 

If possible, it is best to leave your work for at least a day between drafts, as this allows you to 

approach it with a fresh perspective in your redrafting. When writing under test conditions, this 

will not be possible; however, you should always allow time for this when you are writing 

assignments. 

3. Editing 

In this stage of creating the work, the author thoroughly revises their work, paying particular 

attention to vocabulary, grammar, spelling and punctuation. At this stage, the tone of the piece 

may also be slightly altered; as the author is further acquainted with their work, they will have a 

more developed idea of who the target demographic is (their intended audience). Vocabulary 

may be adjusted accordingly, and in the editing phase, the author refines the level of subjectivity 

so that it is appropriate for the genre. By the end of the editing stage, the author should be 

confident that they have effectively developed their central idea (what they are writing about).

When writing a response in the QCS Writing Task, you should not only ensure that you follow the 

steps that have been outlined above, but also be certain that you are responding to the stimulus 

material and the theme of the task. It would be futile to create a fantastic piece of work that has 

no relation to the stimulus or theme of the task. Your knowledge of genre structure should help 

you to maximise your potential in the Writing Task and allow you to create a more organised and 

coherent response. 

4. Finalising 

In this final stage, all of the previous stages come together to form the final presentation of the 

writing. After it has been written neatly (in the case of written exams) or formatted nicely (in the 

case of other assignments), a final proofread is needed to ensure no errors were brought into the 

work during this stage. SA
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What is an Analytical Essay?

An analytical essay explores a topic in depth; they involve examining all evidence related to a 

topic and discussing links between the evidence to gain a better understanding of it. The topic 

being examined can be from any field: literature, science, philosophy, law, economics, pop 

culture or fashion. In many cases, the topic is narrow, meaning it relates to a small part of one of 

these broader topics.

What is the purpose of an Analytical Essay?

An analytical essay should seek to provide a deeper understanding of a topic. Through 

analysis of the fundamental links between elements of a topic, both the writer and the reader 

should feel that something additional to simple information has been gained. An analytical 

essay should also provide critical analysis of the evidence being presented; this will take on 

a different form depending on the field of study (e.g., an essay analysing fashion trends will 

differ from an essay analysing a theory of modern morals).

What should an Analytical Essay contain?

Subject Matter

The content of an analytical essay will vary significantly depending on the topic. In all cases, 

breaking the topic down into its constituent parts and analysing how they relate to broader 

themes is key. The following subject areas are often the focus of analytical essays:

• History. An analytical essay examining an event from history should focus on the context 

and lead-up to the event. It should consider both the immediate circumstances and the 

broader social/economic/ethical climate at the time it occurred.

• Literature. Literary analytical essays analyse a text. In some cases, it may be necessary to 

analyse multiple texts, which are linked either by a common author, style, genre or 

movement. These essays should focus on the exploration of a specific theme or idea, or a 

stylistic feature (e.g., dark humour, unreliable narrator); they analyse how the writer(s) has 

approached the theme or used the stylistic device.

• Science. In the sciences, all analysis should be conducted with reference to the scientific 

method. When evaluating evidence, it is important to understand how the results were 

achieved compared to how they should have been achieved.

• Philosophy. Philosophical theories must be based in logic. Analytical essays examining 

philosophical theories must therefore analyse the logical argument being presented in 

support of the theory.

• Art. Similar to a literary analytical essay, an analytical essay exploring a topic in art will 

focus on an aspect of one or more artworks. The essay may examine a single artwork, or 

analyse the connection between artworks of a particular artists or works from a given 

movement. 
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Structure

Analytical essays can vary in structure, but all contain similar basic sections. Ensure that you 

consider content and structure together to ensure that your essay has a clear, logical structure. 

Every analytical essay should include the following elements:

• Introduction. The introduction should outline what the essay will be about and what you 

will be arguing.

• Thesis statement. This is a single statement that encompasses what the point of the 

essay is. It is your perspective on the topic you are writing about.

• Body paragraphs. These paragraphs follow the introduction and go into detail about each 

of the pieces of evidence you have analysed. In general, each body paragraph should 

include a topic sentence that tells the reader what the paragraph is about, evidence 

relating to this sub-topic, and your analysis of this evidence. Be sure to link back to your 

original thesis statement, as this will keep the essay focussed. Finally, include a linking 

sentence to the following paragraph. Again, this will help to keep your essay focussed and 

will help the reader to see the logical links between the points you are raising. The 

evidence you call on may not always support your argument. In some cases, they will be in 

support of another thesis, but your analysis of the evidence should evaluate its credibility; it 

can be good to include different perspectives and provide insight into the evidence 

supporting it.

• Conclusion. In the conclusion, you must draw together the points you have made in the 

body paragraphs and clearly show how they relate to the thesis statement of the essay. 

While you should not be introducing any new evidence in the conclusion, you should 

endeavor to say something new. The new information is generally your explanation of the 

links between the evidence and how, as a whole, it supports your thesis.

Some different examples of how you could structure the content of your analytical essay are 

provided below. Which of these is best for your essay will depend on the topic and the word limit.

Structure 1 Structure 2 Structure 3

Introduction Introduction Introduction

Issue 1

• Your perspective

• Alternative perspectives

• Why your position is 

correct

Main perspective
Issue 1

• Explanation of this issue

Issue 2

• Your perspective

• Alternative perspectives

• Why your position is 

correct

Alternative perspectives

Issue 1

• Effect of this issue on 

topic

• How it relates/supports 

your thesis

Issue 3

• Your perspective

• Alternative perspectives

• Why your position is 

correct

Why alternative perspectives 

are incorrect

Issue 2

• Your perspective

• Alternative perspectives

• Why your position is 

correct.

Issue 3

• Your perspective

• Alternative perspectives

• Why your position is 

correct.

Conclusion Conclusion Conclusion
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What are the language features of an Analytical Essay?

The language used in an analytical essay is formal. The following conventions should be 

observed:

• Objectivity. You should avoid the use of personal pronouns, such as ‘I’, ‘me’, ‘you’, and 

‘our’, where possible. This adds to the impression that the argument being presented is 

based in fact and logic, rather than a subjective intuition.

• Technicality. It is a good idea to use vocabulary that is specific to the subject. For 

example, using scientific jargon in a scientific analytical essay, literary terms in a literary 

analytical essay. It is important to be aware of the intended audience of your essay, as this 

will determine whether you need to define these specialist terms. 

• Clarity. Your writing should be as clear and unambiguous as possible. The purpose of an 

analytical essay is to inform the reader, so it is important that what you say can only be 

interpreted the way that you intend.

• Variation. While an analytical essay must be clear and formal, it should still be interesting 

to the reader. This can be achieved by varying sentence structure and vocabulary.

• Cohesion. It should never be unclear to the reader why you are discussing a particular 

topic. Use cohesive ties and linking sentences in addition to references to the thesis to 

ensure that the essay stays on track. Good planning will help you avoid tangents.

Vocabulary

As previously discussed, the vocabulary used in an analytical essay is broadly formal. The 

specific vocabulary of the essay is heavily dependent on the topic.

Context, Audience & Purpose

When writing an analytical essay, ensure that you are aware of the context (the circumstances 

surrounding the issue), audience (the people reading the essay), and purpose (the reason you 

are writing). These are important points to note as they will affect what details you include and 

how much explanation is necessary. Your job is to deconstruct and evaluate the topic and the 

evidence related to it, leaving the reader with the impression they are well-informed on the 

details of the topic and how this supports your thesis.

Cohesion

Cohesion can be built in an analytical essay by presenting the arguments in a logical fashion. 

This may mean using words that show similarity to link paragraphs that raise points on the same 

side of the argument, or words that show contrast to link paragraphs that are on opposite sides 

of the argument. Throughout your essay:

• Use words like “therefore”, “thus”, “hence”, and “furthermore” when you are connecting 

ideas that support the same side of the argument. 

• Use words like “however”, “despite this”, “on the other hand”, “conversely”, and “by 

comparison” when comparing the point to a new point from the opposite side of the 

argument. 

Punctuation

Make use of the following less conventional punctuation marks in your essay, but only when 

appropriate:

• Colon :

• Semi-colon ;

• Ellipses …

• Question marks ?

• Dashes –

• Brackets ( )
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TEXTUAL

FEATURES

LANGUAGE

FEATURES

TITLE
A title gives the reader an 
idea of what the essay will 
be about.

INTRODUCTION
Your introduction can begin 
with your thesis statement, 
or with a broad introduction 
to the topic and its relevance 
to the reader. You should 
outline the main points that 
will be addressed in the 
essay, and you may begin to 
develop the links between 
these points and the thesis 
at this stage.

BODY PARAGRAPH 1
In a historical analytical 
essay, it is a good idea to 
give the context of the issue, 
and the historical facts. In 
this example, the first body 
paragraph gives the details 
of the first discovery of 
Australia by the British and 
the other relevant historical 
information (e.g., the loss of 
the American colonies).

BODY PARAGRAPH 2
The next body paragraph 
explains what the alternative 
perspective is: that Australia 
was a solution to 
overcrowded prisons in 
Britain.

BODY PARARGRAPH 3
This paragraph addresses the 
main issues that mean that 
the alternative perspective is 
incorrect, or does not 
provide a complete 
explanation.

1. Use a rich and varied 
vocabulary to present 
your argument.

2. Cohesive ties help to 
create links between 
the different elements 
of your argument.

3. Interesting punctuation 
increases the flow of 
the text and keeps the 
reader engaged.

4. Refer to terms that 
your audience should 
be familiar with.

Australia was inhabited by its Indigenous people for 
more than 40 000 years before the arrival of British 
settlers. In 1770, the British Empire claimed the 
mainland of Australia as part of dominion1. While a 
penal colony was the first settlement created by 
the British, this was not the primary reason for its 
colonisation. Overcrowding in British prisons was a 
problem in the late 18th century, but the potential 
of Australia was beyond simply a place to store 
people who society wished to exclude. It presented 
Britain with an opportunity expand its power into 
the southern hemisphere and grow its wealth.

The first planned exploration of the Australian 
coast by the British began in 1770. Lieutenant 
James Cook, who was in the Pacific to observe the 
transit of Venus, had sailed from Tahiti, arriving in 
April to the shores of Botany Bay. The flora and 
fauna were unlike anything that Cook and his crew, 
which included scientists, had seen before. By 
August, Cook had charted the east coast from 
Sydney to the Torres Strait Islands; he declared all 
that he saw to be the property of His Majesty King 
George III, and therefore part of the British Empire. 
At this time2, the British Empire still controlled the 
Thirteen American Colonies – these would form the 
foundations of the United States of America –3 but 
their grip was tenuous1 at best. 

It has been argued that the British Empire’s loss of 
the American Colonies in 1783 was the primary 
reason for the decision to use Australia as a penal 
colony. Until the American Revolution4 began in 
1765, it had been used as a both a convict colony 
and, later, as an outlet for the increasingly 
overcrowded cities of the British mainland. The 
discovery of Australia by the British roughly 
coincided with the loss of these colonies. 
Therefore, a new outlet was required. Reports 
from Cook and his crew made it clear that Australia 
could serve such a purpose, and between 1788 and 
1868 more than 165 000 convicts were transported 
to Australia. However2, to conclude that use as a 
penal colony was Britain’s sole source of interest in 
Australia neglects the high costs involved with 
transporting convicts.

The cost of transporting a convict to Australia was

This text continues on the next page…

Colonialists
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TEXTUAL

FEATURES

LANGUAGE

FEATURES

BODY PARAGRAPH 4
In this paragraph, the 
evidence relating to what 
happened in Australia after 
the convicts arrived is 
presented.

BODY PARAGRAPH 5
The analysis of the evidence 
presented in the previous 
paragraph is presented in 
this paragraph. Through 
this, assertions can be made 
about why Britain colonised 
Australia as a penal colony.

CONCLUSION
The conclusion of this essay 
does not introduce any new 
evidence, but does provide 
additional insight into the 
original thesis. It also makes 
links to the alternative view 
presented in the second 
body paragraph.

Continued from previous page

prohibitively1 high. Not only was there the cost of 
physically moving the convicts – paying for a vessel, 
the crew, provisions – but there were the set-up 
costs of building the prison facilities. Furthermore2, 
the costs of paying guards and other prison staff 
were ongoing. Using Australia solely as a prison 
colony was not efficient and so other motives for 
colonisation should be investigated.

The vast majority of convicts, through good 
behaviour, were not required to serve their 
complete term. Once released, they were allowed 
to seek employment and to bring family members 
from Britain. They were also allowed to own 
property, though if they violated the terms of their 
‘ticket of leave’, they would be returned to prison. 
Due in part to the skilled nature of many of the 
convicts – they were carpenters or farmers –
meant that the development of the free colony of 
Australia was accelerated. Additionally2, convicts 
who have completed their sentence were given 
parcels of land to work. This supports the idea that 
the British Empire may have had other motives in 
sending convicts to Australia.

Prior to the colonisation of Australia, colonies in 
the British Empire had made ample1 use of slave 
labour to build and develop the necessary facilities 
for attracting free settlers. Without these facilities, 
it would have been difficult to attract 
entrepreneurial types who would accelerate the 
growth of the colonies, hence growing the tax basis 
of the Empire.5 However, in 1787, a year before 
the First Fleet4 arrived in Australia, the first 
abolitionist4 society was formed in Britain. Their 
power grew and by 1807, the slave trade in the 
British Empire was abolished, and 26 years later, 
slavery itself was made illegal. For this reason, the 
use of convicts was seen as a viable alternative to 
slavery. It had the added benefit that, after a 
certain period of ‘free’ labour, the colony would be 
filled with settlers. Therefore2, with these 
favourable conditions, free settlers soon began to 
arrive and further strengthen the growth of the 
colony. 

The colonisation of Australia by the British was 
fortuitous1 for the Empire. A range of 
circumstances made the founding of a new colony 
necessary;3 however3, the broader context of its 
founding meant that it served a far greater

5. Analytical arguments 
often use a cause-effect 
structure.

This text continues on the next page…
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TEXTUAL

FEATURES

LANGUAGE

FEATURES

Continued from previous page

purpose. The colony of Australia was not simply a 
convict colony that eased the pressure created by 
the Industrial Revolution4: it helped to expand and 
amplify its effect around the world, growing the 
power of the British Empire.
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Year 7
This chapter will link to the following points of the National Curriculum in the subjects of 

English
• Understand that the coherence of more complex texts relies on devices that signal text structure and 

guide readers, for example overviews, initial and concluding paragraphs and topic sentences, indexes 
or site maps or breadcrumb trails for online texts (ACELA1763)

• Investigate vocabulary typical of extended and more academic texts and the role of abstract nouns, 
classification, description and generalisation in building specialised knowledge through 
language (ACELA1537) 

• Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts, selecting aspects of 
subject matter and particular language, visual, and audio features to convey information and ideas 
(ACELY1725)

Health and Physical Education
• Investigate the benefits of relationships and examine their impact on their own and others’ health 

and wellbeing (ACPPS074)

Year 8
This chapter will link to the following points of the National Curriculum in the subjects of 

English
• Understand how cohesion in texts is improved by strengthening the internal structure of paragraphs 

through the use of examples, quotations and substantiation of claims (ACELA1766)
• Understand how coherence is created in complex texts through devices like lexical cohesion, ellipses, 

grammatical theme and text connectives (ACELA1809)
• Recognise that vocabulary choices contribute to the specificity, abstraction and style of texts 

(ACELA1547) 
• Use comprehension strategies to interpret and evaluate texts by reflecting on the validity of content 

and the credibility of sources, including finding evidence in the text for the author’s point of view 
(ACELY1734)

Geography
• The causes and consequences of urbanisation, drawing on a study from Indonesia, or another 

country of the Asia region (ACHGK054)

Year 9
This chapter will link to the following points of the National Curriculum in the subjects of 
English
• Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that present a point of view and advance or 

illustrate arguments, including texts that integrate visual, print and/or audio features (ACELY1746)

Science
• People can use scientific knowledge to evaluate whether they should accept claims, explanations 

or predictions (ACSHE160)

SA
M
PL
E



Junior Genre eBook14

Analytical Essay
Year 7 – Playing Around

The introduction to an analytical essay is one of the most important elements, as it provides the 
reader with a point of departure for deeper exploration of the topic.

Write an introduction for an analytical essay that explores whether or not team sports are good 
for young people.

HINTS:
• Make sure you include a clear thesis statement.
• Refer to each of the main points your essay will include – this is an outline of what you will say.
• Try to create links between each of these points (even if it is cursory) and a linking sentence to 

the first body paragraph.
• You may find it helpful to create a mind map or outline of the important issues surrounding the 

topic.
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Planning an analytical essay is essential to ensuring that it stays on topic and is clear and logical to the 
reader.

Provided below is a plan for an essay that analyses the causes and effects of urbanisation in 
Australia. List its strengths and weaknesses and create a revised version of the plan.

HINTS:
• Keep in mind the purpose of an analytical essay.
• Analytical essays must have a logical structure to ensure that the links between the points is 

clear.
• Before reading the plan, you may find it helpful to think about what you would include in an 

essay about this topic. What are the important points/questions that need to be addressed in 
order to gain a clear picture of the topic.

Analytical Essay
Year 8 – Urban Drift

Introduction
• The causes of urban migration in Australia have changed subtly throughout history, and 

it has had both positive and negative effects.

Body Paragraph 1
• When did urbanization begin in Australia?

• Which areas did it affect most severely?
• What was the historical trigger?

Body Paragraph 2
• Counter examples to this throughout history?

• Gold Rush and growth of rural towns into regional centres
• What does that indicate about the causes of urbanization?

Body Paragraph 3
• What are the modern causes of urbanisation?
• Are they different to historical reasons?

Body Paragraph 4
• What are some of the modern consequences of urbanisation?

• Overcrowding, pollution, increased violence
• More free time, improved access to facilities, higher wages

Conclusion
• Summarise key points and arrive at a concluding statement

• Urban migration is a historical phenomenon that has affected Australia in both 
positive and negative ways, and will continue to shape our nation’s growth and 
prosperity in years to come. 
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Analytical Essay
Year 8 – Urban Drift

Strengths Weaknesses
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Using the stimulus material provided, write an analytical essay that discusses the quality of the 
information we gain through scientific experimentation.

HINTS:
• You may find it helpful to use the remaining space on this page to plan your essay.
• Consider how the information provided relates to the topic of your essay.
• Remember to begin with a clear thesis statement and relate the points presented in each body 

paragraph back to it.

Analytical Essay
Year 9 – Scientific Truths

• The scientific method is the way that we obtain ‘scientific knowledge’.
• It involves asking a question, posing a possible answer (hypothesis), and designing an 

experiment that could potentially show a different outcome (falsifying).
• A good hypothesis should be falsifiable, meaning that there are experiments that can 

prove that it is incorrect. By showing that these experiments do not prove that it is 
incorrect, the hypothesis is strengthened. However, a hypothesis can never be proven; it 
can only be shown to be not incorrect.

• Making experiments that test a hypothesis well requires making predictions. Using logic, 
one must come up with reasonable predictions about what will happen if the hypothesis 
is true, or, alternatively, not true. An example would be testing the theory of gravity. If 
gravity does exist as it is thought to, a reasonable prediction would be that dropping a 
ball will cause it to fall to the ground. If this didn’t happen, it would prove the theory to 
be incorrect, or at the very least, lacking in some detail that allows accurate predictions 
to be made.
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Analytical Essay
Year 9 – Scientific Truths
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Analytical Essay
Year 9 – Scientific Truths
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What is an Autobiography?

An autobiography is a first-person account of the writer’s life. Autobiographies recount the details 

of particular events from the narrator’s life, and offer reflective insight into the immediate and 

long-term effects of the event on the narrator. Generally, the events chosen for inclusion in an 

autobiography are of great importance to the narrator’s life.

What is the purpose of an Autobiography?

Autobiographies are written for a number of reasons. In general, autobiographies are a way 

for the writer to share their life with the wider world. They are often and insight into the wider 

social climate through the lens of the narrator’s experiences; they can also be used to 

explore more universal themes, such as family, illness, friendships and conflict. 

Autobiographies can also be used to highlight the effects of issue that may not be well-

known in the public sphere. By explaining these effects through personal experiences, the 

reader is able to form a personal connection to the issue.

What should an Autobiography contain?

Subject Matter

An autobiography is primarily made up of the narrator’s personal memories. While it is necessary 

to include some factual information about the period of time the memory took place (i.e., the 

political leaders at the time, significant social changes that were occurring), these should be 

used to frame events, rather than be the focus. Unlike a memoir, which focusses on a particular 

period of the narrator’s life, an autobiography attempts to paint the entire picture of their life to 

date. It would be difficult to include every detail of every event, so different significant periods can 

be described using specific memories that provide context and insight into the narrator’s mindset 

and feelings during this period. These memories can be presented in a number of ways:

• Anecdotes. These are short, amusing stories about specific incidents that illustrate or 

allude to a broader theme. For example, introducing a talk about the importance of sun 

safety with an anecdote about a person who didn’t wear sunscreen and was sunburnt in a 

humorous way.

• Descriptions. Descriptions are vivid recollections of a place, person, or object that paints a 

clear picture in the reader’s mind.

• Stories. Similar to an anecdote, stories are potentially longer and include more detail. 

They do not necessarily need to be amusing, but should still link to a greater theme or idea 

that can then be discussed.

Which anecdotes, descriptions and stories are included in an autobiography is at the discretion 

of the narrator. If you are writing an autobiography, consider what you want your readers to think 

and feel, and choose the memories accordingly.

While autobiographies are predominantly factual, there is also a sub-genre of fictional 

autobiographies where a narrative is presented in the form of an autobiography. In these 

autobiographies, the events are fictional; famous examples include David Copperfield, The 

Catcher in the Rye and Jane Eyre.
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Structure

In general, autobiographies present memories and stories from the narrator’s life in 

chronological order, meaning the earliest information is given first, and the most recent 

information last. There are, however, no strict rules in this regard. If you are introducing an 

important person in your life for the first time, it might be appropriate to include an anecdote that 

occurred years later to help describe their character or personality. In these situations, it is 

particularly important to make sure that cohesion is maintained and that it is clear why you are 

telling this story where you are.

What are the language features of an Autobiography?

Tone

An autobiography does not need to be as formal as many other genres of writing. It can be 

conversational and should allow for a bond to form between the narrator and the reader. They 

should always be written in the first person, as you are describing events that happened to you.

Vocabulary

The language should reflect the way that you would tell a story – it must be written in your 

‘voice’. Consider phrases and words that you use in everyday speech and try to work these into 

your writing. Similarly, if there are special terms you used to refer to places, people or things, 

include these. However, do not simply write like you speak, as this will often come across as 

amateurish. You should try to be as colourful and descriptive as possible in your vocabulary 

choices; you want the audience to feel like they are there with you, reliving the past, so make 

sure that the words you choose are not just impressive, but the most accurate.

Context, Audience & Purpose

The context, audience and purpose of your autobiography will determine not only which life 

events you include, but the language you use to recount them. The demographic of your target 

audience will affect the way you describe an event and how you want them to feel about it. 

Cohesion

In an autobiography, cohesion can be built in a number of ways:

• Chronological order. Presenting the events of your life in chronological order is the best 

way to build cohesion. Each event from your life will affect your later experiences, so it is 

natural to present them in chronological order.

• Foreshadowing. Foreshadowing is a literary device used by writer’s to hint at future 

events. In the context of an autobiography, this can be incorporated as part of your 

reflection on life events.

• Cohesive ties. Cohesive ties should be used both within your various recollections and 

between them. This will create a sense of flow throughout the entire autobiography. These 

include words such as ‘consequently’, ‘at the same time’, and ‘ultimately’.

Punctuation

Make use of the following less conventional punctuation marks in your essay, but only when 

appropriate:

• Colon :

• Semi-colon ;

• Ellipses …

• Question marks ?

• Dashes –

• Brackets ( )

• Exclamation marks !
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Literary Devices

To create a rich and interesting story, there are a number of literary devices you should make 

use of:

• Alliteration & rhyme. Alliteration involves making use of the same consonant letter for a 

series of words that are close together (e.g., Her clothing was a calamity of clashing 

colours.). Rhyming involves a series of phrases or sentences that have similar-sounding 

endings.

• Ethos. Demonstrating to the reader that you have personal knowledge/experience in the 

topic; they will place trust in your position of knowledge or reputation. (e.g., I speak with the 

wisdom of experience. Two years ago, I too…). Consider your audience for this – what are 

you trying to seem like an authority on and who are you trying to convince? You may also 

reference the opinions of people in positions of respect to build the credibility of your 

argument.

• Pathos. This involves playing on your audience’s emotions so that you seem         

understanding and/or compassionate about an issue. You might tap in to your listener’s 

guilt or sense of fairness (e.g., When calling on your reader to volunteer for charities, refer 

to an anecdote/story about how a homeless orphan’s life turned around the moment a 

particular charity was able to provide him/her with a home, food etc.). This can greatly add 

to your appeal from the reader’s perspective, and will help in eliciting responses or feelings 

from them. 

• Present tense: writing in the present tense can help create a sense of urgency (e.g., 

Arctic whales are being caught every day as a result of inaction on international whaling 

laws.).

• Inclusive language. The personal pronouns ‘us’, ‘we’, ‘you’ and ‘our’ can help you 

connect with the reader, and make them feel like they are personally connected to the 

issue (e.g., You are the only person who can predict your future.).

• Figurative language. This is the use of imagery in language; it can evoke a sense of 

creativity and imagination in your writing.

• Metaphor: stating that one object has become another object through either a single 

(or series of) comparison(s). For example, “Mental health reforms have become the 

silent elephant in the room.”

• Similes: comparing one object as being ‘like’ or ‘as’ another (e.g., Not acting on 

global warming is like gambling with mother nature.).

• Hyperbole: creating exaggerations of statements to emphasise a point (e.g., The 

principal has said that we could have a Mufti day a million times.).

• Personification: This involves giving objects, animals or ideas human 

characteristics (e.g., The ever-encroaching waves are hissing bad fortune at the 

foreshore development.).

• Humour. This is a useful way to engage with your readers; however you must ensure that 

it is not ‘cheesy’ (clichéd) or offensive to others. Humorous personal stories or anecdotes 

work well in autobiographies, as do self-criticisms. 

• Sarcasm. These are blunt, bitter statements that expose the truth of a situation. They can 

act as both a tool of humour (due to their ‘matter-of-fact’ delivery), as well as a statement 

that highlights an ‘underlying truth’. Sarcasm is often delivered in a dry, unemotional way, 

so it can be difficult to recognise in writing. A sarcastic statement will often be intended to 

convey the opposite meaning to the literal interpretation (e.g., Saying, “I’m so excited!”, 

when told that you need to have a filling in one of your teeth.).
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TEXTUAL

FEATURES

LANGUAGE

FEATURES

TITLE
Titles give the reader a hint 
at the content of the 
autobiography.

INTRODUCTION
The introduction provides 
the reader context for the 
passage.
In this case, the text could be 
a chapter (or part of a 
chapter) in a longer, 
complete autobiography. 
The introduction lets the 
reader know which part of 
the reader’s life this section 
relates to.

BODY PARAGRAPHS
Each body paragraph 
describes a different aspect 
of the narrator’s memory. 
They might describe 
different physical aspects, or 
their reaction to a described 
event. They can also 
highlight temporal changes. 
Using new paragraphs can 
also highlight important 
sentences (see following 
page).

1. Interesting punctuation 
makes your writing 
more exciting.

2. Using hyperboles 
emphasises the point.

3. Colloquialisms make 
the writing less formal 
and more relatable.

4. Similes and metaphors 
makes your story more 
engaging and evokes a 
response from the 
reader.

5. Repeating key phrases 
makes your writing 
more cohesive.

6. Short, sharp sentences 
draw attention to 
important points.

7. Descriptive language 
enriches the story and 
paints a picture for the 
reader.

When my parents decided to build a fireman’s pole 
(and ladder!)1, I was about seven years old. The 
house was in the process of being renovated, and 
they thought it would be a good way to get 
between the ground and first floor of our house 
without getting wet when it rained –1 which it 
often did in Queensland.

After it had been completed, my siblings and I were 
the heroes2 of the neighbourhood. The cat was out 
of the bag3, and everyone was keen to come over 
and have a go.

The constant stream of children sliding down and 
scrambling up the fireman’s pole and ladder like 
lemmings4 was bound to end in tears at least once. 

At least once5 would have been lucky6.

The first major incident occurred less than a week 
after the project had been completed. My sister, 
who was quite young at the time, decided to show 
off her abilities on the fireman’s pole. 
Unfortunately, her abilities were roughly what you 
would expect of a six-year-old who had slid down a 
pole exactly three times.

I don’t want to give you the impression that my 
parents were in some way negligent –1 there was a 
gate surrounding the gaping7 hole in the middle of 
the floor. But my sister’s ability to get around a 
gate far exceed her ability to slide down a pole.

To her credit, she did a good job falling:1 no broken 
bones, no loss of consciousness, not even a sprain! 
There was, however, a fair amount of crying. I 
suppose that’s what happens when you try to slide 
down a pole without holding onto it.8

When my brother had his turn, it was the feet and 
legs that failed to do their part. I feel that I should 
take some of the blame for this particular incident, 
as it was me who had ‘dared’ him to try sliding 
down without using his feet. In my defence, I didn’t 
honestly think it would end with a fractured ankle. 
But it did.6

I may have also played a role in the final, most 
serious injury suffered at the hands of the 
fireman’s pole. In this case, the victim was trying to 

This text continues on the next page…

The Fireman’s Pole
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TEXTUAL

FEATURES

LANGUAGE

FEATURES

CONCLUSION
This should tie the story to a 
bigger idea, and explain why 
it is important (i.e., why was 
it included).

Continued from previous page

go up, not down. Up, to follow me. Up, to get 
revenge on me.5

I often think back to the day it all happened, and 
wonder if maybe it was8 all my fault. But I have to
say, I still believe I was in the right, and that my 
sister was simply overreacting.

Embarrassingly for both of us, the story begins with 
an argument over who was hogging all the building 
blocks. This all occurred at an age where we were 
both far too old to be playing with building blocks, 
let alone fighting over them. Such is the nature of 
siblinghood.

As far as I can recall, I felt that my sister had 
monopolised more than her fair share of the blocks 
– she did not agree – and I took one. The block I 
chose was, naturally, from the base of her 
structure. I remember it tumbling apart, in slow 
motion, as her face morphed into that of an 
enraged dragon.4

I leapt to my feet.6

She followed.5

I ran.6

She followed.5

I scampered up the ladder.6

She attempted8 to follow.5

Instead, however, she slipped and hit her chin on 
the thick wooden rung that had just prior aided my 
escape. The stiches holding together a wound from 
several weeks earlier (another story for another 
time)1 burst open and she howled like a banshee.

I was and am to this day blamed for the loss of an 
entire summer of swimming, as the new stitches 
would not be removed until early May.

After that, aside from the occasional slip, we all 
became experts at negotiating the ladder-pole-
combo. New friends still delight in trying it out for 
the first time and feeling the slight terror that it 
could all go wrong.

I don’t live in that house, or even that city, 
anymore, but it still occupies a special place in my 
heart. Every time I walk past a park and catch sight 
of a small fireman’s pole, it takes me back to those 
moments and I feel thankful for my parent’s lack of 
foresight into the potential dangers installing a 
hole in the floor presented.

8. Italics show emphasis.
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Year 7
This chapter will link to the following points of the National Curriculum in the subjects of 

English
• Identify and explore ideas and viewpoints about events, issues and characters represented in texts 

drawn from different historical, social and cultural contexts (ACELT1619)
• Recognise and analyse the ways that characterisation, events and settings are combined in 

narratives, and discuss the purposes and appeal of different approaches (ACELT1622)
• Analyse and explain the ways text structures and language features shape meaning and vary 

according to audience and purpose (ACELY1721)

History
• Roles of key groups in Athenian and/or Spartan society (such as citizens, women, slaves), including 

the influence of law and religion (ACDSEH035) 
• The significant beliefs, values and practices of the ancient Greeks, with a particular emphasis on 

ONE of the following areas: everyday life, warfare, or death and funerary customs (ACDSEH036)

Year 8
This chapter will link to the following points of the National Curriculum in the subjects of 
English
• Create imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that raise issues, report events and advance 

opinions, using deliberate language and textual choices, and including digital elements as 
appropriate (ACELY1736) 

History
• Sequence historical events, developments and periods (ACHHS148)

Year 9
This chapter will link to the following points of the National Curriculum in the subjects of 
English

• Understand how punctuation is used along with layout and font variations in constructing texts for 
different audiences and purposes (ACELA1556) 

• Understand how spelling is used creatively in texts for particular effects, for example 
characterisation and humour and to represent accents and styles of speech (ACELA1562) 

• Review and edit students’ own and others’ texts to improve clarity and control over content, 
organisation, paragraphing, sentence structure, vocabulary and audio/visual features (ACELY1747)

History
• Use chronological sequencing to demonstrate the relationship between events and developments 

in different periods and places (ACHHS164)SA
M
PL
E



Junior Genre eBook27

Autobiography
Year 7 – Part of the Past

Autobiographies have been written for many years and can provide valuable insight into the past. 
Provided below is an autobiography written by a woman living in ancient Greece. 

Read through the passage and refer to it when answering the questions on the following page.

I was born in Athens at the height of summer. As my parent’s first child, my father was 
disappointed that I was not a boy. Unlike some other girls, though, I was still loved, still 
treasured. With the arrival of my younger brother two years later, the silent pressure felt by 
our family was relieved as we now had a legitimate heir.

I was taught to read, write and do basic arithmetic before the age of twelve, at which point 
my schooling was considered to be complete. I would have liked to continue my studies, but 
this was only an option for the young men. I still remember the burning, poisonous envy that 
I felt for my brother as I watched him leave each day for his teacher’s house. He had access 
to a world that I could never be a part of. I was expected to manage a household and had 
received all the training I would need for that.

Throughout my adolescents, I was not allowed to leave our estate. I would often stand at the 
garden walls, listening to the hustle and bustle that was just out of reach, imagining what it 
might be like.

I was married by the age of 16 to a family friend who I had met once, possibly twice. After 
our wedding, I was suddenly removed from the only life I had known; luckily for me, my 
husband was a kind man who respected me. Another example of the Gods looking 
favourably upon me.

Now free to socialise with other married women, I heard rumours of life in Sparta. Women 
there owned land, and were allowed to come and go from their homes as they pleased. They 
even wore garments that exposed their legs! To me, this seemed like a fantasy, a myth 
penned by some imaginative author. It was so far from any life that I had ever known.

Soon after marrying, I fell pregnant with my first child. Artemis ensured that the birth was 
easy and my beautiful boy – Admetos – was born healthy and happy. Another two treasures 
followed – a boy, Moeris, and a girl, Eris. They are the light of my life, and have given me 
more joy than I thought possible.

They are all grown now and have families of their own. Once more I am alone in the house. 
My husband spends increasingly more of his time here with me, but the feelings I had when I 
was younger have been slowly returning, growing in strength. I crave the freedom to go 
where I please and do as I want. I once broached the topic of traveling to Sparta with my 
husband, but he abhors the idea of leaving our home.

I have somewhat accepted that I will spend the rest of my days between these walls. I take 
solace in the fact that soon my children will have children of their own, and I can once again 
be of use.
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Q1. What are the details of the author of this biography? (e.g., gender, place of birth, social status)

Autobiography
Year 7 – Part of the Past

Q3. What is the tone of this text? What does that tell you about the author and their feelings?

Q2. What are the things that are important to the author of this autobiography? Include evidence 
from the text in your answer.

Q4. What does this text reveal about the place of women in ancient Greek society? Was it the same 
in all places? SA
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The bulk of the events recounted in an autobiography are presented in chronological order. They are 
also selected for how interesting they are, and how great an effect they have had.

Brainstorm the events from your own life that you think you would include in your own 
autobiography.

HINTS:
• Think of stories that you often tell to friends.
• Include both serious and humorous stories.
• What are events that have had a long-lasting effect on your life/personality?

Autobiography
Year 8 – This Is Your Life

My Life
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Create a timeline of your life that features the events you are planning on including in your 
autobiography.

Autobiography
Year 8 – This Is Your Life

B
irth

P
rese

n
t
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