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2014 Test timetable

Monday Tuesday Wednesday
12 May 13 May 14 May
Official test date Official tes

1. Language
conventions
Yr 3: 40 min

0 minute break

Catch up tests Catch up tests Catch up tests

permitted permitted permitted
Wednesday Thursday Friday
21 May 22 May 23 May

d to ensure tests remain secure for schools granted approval to vary test

ip tests not permitted.



LITERACY
Year 2

What are the three content strands for English?
1. Language

2. Literature

3. Literacy

By the end of end of Year 2, students should

Receptive modes (listening, reading and
Understand how similar texts share fires and language
features used to describe characte
Read texts that contain varied seg abulary, a significant
number of high frequency sigh bnal information.
Monitor meaning and self-co, nctuation, language and
phonic knowledge.

Identify literal and implie

Make connections bety

Listen for particular g

Listen for and manij ic sound patterns.

Dcabulary when discussing their ideas and
g other texts as comparisons.
e meaning of the text.

es, their imagination and information they have

oup and class discussions and make presentations.
empt to spell less familiar words and use punctuation

and lower-case letters.




LITERACY
Year 3

What are the three content strands for English?
1. Language

2. Literature

3. Literacy

By the end of end of Year 3, students should

Receptive modes (listening, reading and
Understand how content can be orga pending on the
purpose of the text.
Understand how language featur, sed for different
effects.
Read texts that contain varieg ation conventions, and
images that provide additig

Identify literal and implie parts of a text.
Select information, ide r own lives and to other texts.
Listen to others’ vie

d sequence ideas
elings and opinions on topics.
and develop in some detail experiences,

iar audiences.
gsions, asking questions, providing useful

and choose vocabulary and punctuation appropriate
equency words to spell words accurately, checking their

e accurately formed and consistent in size.



http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Understand

Do you think that an athlete would stay up till dawn eating fast fg
Similarly, there is a lot you can do to prepare yourself before 3
are performing at your peak.

Try to have as much sleep as possible the night before. S

are much sharper and more focused when they are

Pack everything you need the night before the exa

in pencil or pen? Will you need highlighters or

compass? A dictionary?

Don’t eat anything strange or new the nig

don’t agree with you the morning of ag

including some brain food like fish,
Set an alarm!

Don’t eat too much sugar befg

are likely to come crashing

Go to the bathroom jusj

in the middle of you

Anxiety is contagig

them, and instg

Listen to thg

Orary burst of energy, and you
hardest question!

e having to dash out of the room




. Read the question first!
. Underline important points and m
you understand questions and ig
. Read the possible answers.
. Eliminate any obviously wyg
away. For example, on
any answers that ma
wrong.
. For literacy ite
that uses la
¥ use trial
eans that
De correct, you

e sum or pattern

Jery important to do all the

per. This will make sure you

stake by missing something

s, do your thinking on the test
ot too close to where you place your
emember your working out does not have
eat or logical to anyone but you! Your

ing out is not marked!




You will often find that the last questj
section are more difficult than the
need to spend more time on thg

If you can’t work out the righ

in the answer space as yo

wrong answer. Then pl3

so if you have time 3

come back to it ag

Don’t spend a

time wisely 4

answering

and go back to

to record answers in
ach item has only one
e is no penalty for a wrong

a guess even if you have no

that if you want to change your

ion, use a rubber to remove the
mark and then shade or write the
e in the appropriate space provided.

left over time, go back and double check




READING TEST and answering ques

Have | thoroughly read the question first ?
stop and understand each part of the g
read part of the stimulus to under
Have | underlined the importa
Do | understand what is bej
prain focused and

to improve my und
Do | need to dr, a note to improve my
visual unde

ngs/steps | should include/do in

s of an A standard?

e text when answering the question to make

i 1 don’t know the meaning of, can | work it out by

e rest of the sentence?




completing the Reading Test!

The NAPLAN reading tests require you to read a mag

and then answer a series of questions based on t

asked tend to focus on certain skills, so if you bru

ensure that you will do better in the test. Thg

magazine, and they will be something like a

speech or letter, a set of instructions or 3

between 5 and 8 questions about eac Is and your
understanding of that article.

The easiest questions you will come
comprehension questions — ones
that appears clearly in the articlg
read the article properly. Findj

e language, which are sentences used for
ire not meant to be understood literally. The
across will be similes and metaphors.
2thing to something else, for example, my sister is as
pften words used in similes. A metaphor, on the other
ething as something else, for example, | was melting in
ng, but | can exaggerate and say that | was for dramatic
e presented with an idiom, which is a popular saying or
ats and dogs. Obviously cats and dogs aren’t literally falling
expression to stress how heavy the rain is and to paint a clearer




...This handout is continued from the previous page.

Often you will be asked to sum up an article by determining
identify tone, look at the language used by the author: is4
Does it make someone or something look good or bad?,
require you to work out a character’s mood or their rg

way. To answer these, look at the character’s langu;

and the way in which they interact

with others.

There will generally be one article that feat
or a diagram such as a flow chart, and se
guestions will require you to read a may
examine a diagram and combine you

with whatever you have read in the

as there is often a question that g

such as a debate, letters to the

radio show, you will occasiong

and contrast two or more a

or differences.

If you take all of thesg e that you thoroughly read each
article and especial APLAN reading test a lot easier.
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Item Description

Please note: any activity that is not completed during class time
undertaken at a later date.

‘Skills Examined’ and ‘Pr,

* Activity Description:
. Students are given a detailed breakdg

test, each of which is accompanied

handout, students are then requirg

questions based on a narrative g

hort answer

* Purpose of Activi
owledge and

ation from written text. In
rough the provision of

d comparing and contrasting
of worked examples seeks to
and give them the opportunity to
mediate feedback. By the time
celand, they should be feeling very
Dilities.

€ and other symbols (a1)
y(a3)
g of words or other symbols (a4)

ing of pictures/illustrations (a5)

aning of tables or diagrams or maps or graphs (a6)

ocating items/information (a52)
ontrasting (29)

Y ideas/themesl/issues (31)

ging from information (338)

ating (635)

esising (641)

ising (642)

alysing (643)

Synthesising (644)

This Item Description is continued on the next page...
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For the Teachers - continued

... This Item Description is continued from the previous page.

FOR TIHIE TH

7~~\
)

‘Skills Examined’ and ‘Pr,

*  Judging/ evaluating (64
»  Justifying (648)

. Using correct spelling
*  Using vocabulary g
Summarising/co
. Explaining to o
. Expounding g

Suggested Time Allocatio
*  This lesson is designed

Teaching Notes:
*  Work through the ¥r to commencing the activity.
Rather than reag pn aloud to the students straight
away, ask yo P that any incorrect ones can be
assumptions ironed out and explained.

Ictivities to encourage students’

ples could be asking members of your class to
2e things they learned in their book. If the class
‘Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?” questions to

MIGHTY MINDS
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and are known as the stimulus. After reading each one, yo
of questions, mostly multiple choice. These questions wj
what you read. Read about the different ways you may
understanding of what you read, then have a go at thg
text in the ‘example’ boxes.

What the text said...

Most of the questions on the test will be comprehe
explain what happened or what was said. Sometig
different words to the ones used in the text.

Once you have read a question, go back to thg
having trouble finding the information you g

just read in your head, you can miss impg

Example
Goldfish make great pets. They 3
will never scratch your furnitu

Question 1: What type of fig
a) clownfish
b)  goldfish
c) barra
d) lionfig

ask you to
was said in

etimes when you

, unlike cats and dogs, they

Answer and Exg oldfish makes a good pet.

Question 2,

‘t directly say that goldfish are better than cats and dogs, but
r furniture or run away next door. This means that having a fish
Y as they will be easier to manage and make behave.




Purpose

Some questions will ask you why the author is writing. To answer
type of article it is and what it is doing. Is it a set of instructions

it explaining the danger rhinos are in from hunters? Is it a fun
Then ask yourself why you would read it and what you have

You might be asked why a picture has been included ne
isita map? Isita photo? Is it a funny picture? Is it a laj
show you what something looks like or where itis. T
written in the article and what is happening in it.

Sometimes, you may be asked to describe the
punctuation mark. Just ask yourself how it bisy dog kept using
the word woof, you would know the purpg what sound the dog

made. If a sentence ends in ‘..., it will us
article contains a question, it will prob
view is correct.

Example

Every year, thousands of dg
plastic bags. They confusg
of their favourite food
swallowed a plastic bg

This means the pla

leaving no room fg

starve to death

humans need

ng will continue. If an
at the author’s point of

Plastic bag Jellyfish

gtory about dolphins.
Fers of jellyfish.
2come dolphin trainers when they grow up.
ow pollution affects dolphins and encourage them to stop




Answer and Explanation:

d) The article is informative and explains how humans have caused
gives advice at the end about how we can fix it. It is sad and impor
people about jellyfish and it doesn’t say anything about becoming
something, and by reading it you now know not to litter. This ag
people aware of how pollution harms dolphins and convince

Question 4: Why was the picture included with the text?
a)  Todemonstrate how similar a plastic bag
b)  To make it more interesting.
c) To explain the types of food a dolphig
d)  To show where dolphins live.

Answer and Explanation: a) The image showj almost the same.
It therefore must have been included to shg ¥ plastic bag for one
of its favourite foods because they look

Question 5: What is the purpose of t
he answer to the question

e nothing can be done.
lame the dolphins for being silly.
s realise that they are responsible.

xplanation: d) Including questions like this
at makes readers agree with what the
aying. By asking readers whose fault it is that
phins are dying, they have to answer ours,
dse it is our rubbish that is causing the problem.
¥ helps readers realise that they are responsible.

#s written in, such as past, present or future. Look at the verbs (doing
happened — could it have been yesterday, today or tomorrow? For
past. If | am swimming, | am doing it right now in the present. If | will
maybe tomorrow!

vritten in means the voice the author has used. If they have talked about
used words like us and we, it is in first person. If it talks to you directly as the
s often do, it is in second person.




Non-fiction writing is creative and made-up, like a story about a witc

Example

Harsha and | boarded the spaceship, full of excitement about
ourselves into our seatbelts, and Harsha gave me a thumbs-
what Earth would look like from outer space.

Question 6: Is this text fiction or non-fiction?
a) Fiction
b) Non-fiction

Answer and Explanation: a) The text is telling g information or
true facts. It is fictional.

Question 7: What person is this text wrij
a) First
b)  Second
c) Third

Answer and Explanation: a) T, he passage as /, and has also
used the word we. By includ has written in first person.

Question 8: What tense
a) Past

b) Present

c) Future

Answer and E,




Feelings and Observations

In the test, you may be asked to try and work out what a
character is feeling, what they are like or what their future h
To do so, you need to have a good understanding of the arj
and then take a guess. Look for clues about what they sa
they are doing, how they are talking with other people
Adjectives (describing words) might give you a few e

you are asked about their emotions, think about hg

feel in the same situation. If you are asked to de

think about what their type of behaviour usual

person.

For example, if a boy spent the morning g
house packing things to take to the beg
would be safe to say that he was feelj
threw a massive tantrum and was
describe him as being badly beh

Example

Henry traced raindrops ir window. “You’ll make heaps of
mates at your new scg

Henry tried to look e smiling all morning. He missed his
friends already, ag rs. His eyes went all teary, but he wiped
them dry. He dig didn’t want to let them down.

d talks about him starting
J, he is in the car with his parents and has been driving for six
s his friends, which suggests that he is leaving them behind. This
y are driving to a new town that they are going to live in, where Henry




Question 10: Which word best describes Henry?
a) Lying
b)  Bratty
¢)  Thoughtful
d) Calm

Answer and Explanation: c) Henry says he doesn’t wa

to see him crying. He has been fake-smiling all morni

order to make things easier on his mum and dad ag

thoughtful — he cares about other people’s feeli ying, so
cannot be described as calm; and he hasn’t rea

Question 11: How do you think Henry is feg
a) Moody and angry.
b) Lonely and nervous.
) Happy and relaxed.
d) Hungry and tired.

Answer and Explanation: b) Hg
clearly worried about starting
not in a bad mood, just a s3

he is feeling lonely. He is also
people will like him or not. He is
ory mentions nothing about him

being tired or hungry.

Vocabulary

ion you will come across are ones that test your
d’s meaning or ask you to match it with a similar
iy to improve your vocabulary is by reading books, so
ying to do some reading every day! Reading before bed is
vay to relax and wind down, and when you sleep, your brain
some of the new words you have come across into your long-

pme across anything that you don’t understand in any of the
s, don’t worry: you can probably guess it correctly! Read the
e if you can figure out the meaning of that word. If you can't, try




Also look at words that sound similar to it, as
often words with similar beginnings or endings
have the same kind of meaning! For example,

an aerial view of a city means a city from the sky.
Although you might not have known what aerial
means, you know that an aeroplane flies. It's no
coincidence that these words start the same way:
they both have the same meaning, and

come from the Greek word for air!

Example
Channel 12’s Morning Breakfast has had a high
2012.
Question 12: Whatis a
popularity rating?
a)  The number of peoplei

a country that are eatig

The number of peop,

overseas in the mq

The number of pg

TV show.
The numbg
in 2012.

Answer and Expla

thing. Therefor,

the sentence without televising, it says that Morning Breakfast
ust therefore mean televising, as it is the only one that really




Compare and Contrast

¥ x

Sometimes you will be asked to
alike or how they are differe

e‘: contrasting. For example, if
about whether or not hu

important. This would

However, one peg
exploring space oney should

be spent explg ow a lot about.
This would

Example

My dad just loves scuba diving. He sa and sea creatures is
like being on another planet. Mum g alking. She loves the
fresh air and the wide open space as so far underwater and
breathing through a mask.

Question 14: In what way are }
a) ‘
b)
c)
d)

Answer and Expla ng in the ocean whereas his mum loves
bushwalking. Bo are also outside. The story mentions nothing

about endangg pugh the mum loves open spaces, the dad’s love
of the ocea

Questiog d dad different?
8s the mum doesn’t, as she wouldn’t like being deep

yictor whereas the mum is a doctor.

2reas the mum is fit and always goes hiking.

nswer and Explanation: a) The only way mentioned here that the
dad and mum are different to each other is their view of scuba diving:
the dad loves it and the mum doesn’t. There is no mention of the
mum being a doctor, and just because the dad doesn’t hike as much
as the mum it doesn’t mean that he is lazy. Although they both love
the great outdoors, this is a similarity, not a difference.




an island country in Northern Europe. She went in the

freezing cold and covered in snow. Read her travel diary by

on the next page.

Day 1 - Saturday

In winter, Iceland only gets about three hours of daylight, sg
Mum hired a car and drove us to our hotel. It has a hot sp
chocolate! After we unpacked, we headed to the harbg
guide gave us all warm, waterproof suits to put on.

rough and | felt a bit sick, but as soon as we saw thg
jumped out of the water so close to the boat and
amazing creature in the wild! After that, we we

dish because she doesn’t eat meat, and | had

he was delicious! On the drive home, the nj

are caused by the sun and are called the )

Day 2 - Sunday

We made pancakes for breakfast wj
were supposed to go dog sledding
dragged by special dogs. Dogs 3
apartment Mum says we can’
sick, so we couldn’t go! Ins
natural hot pool that shog
fountains of water into

waterfall. So cool! O

at the Blue Lagoon

outdoor spa. Wheg

this thick white

is supposed tg

d a vegetarian
dolph at first, but
purs. Mum said they

was so excited, because we
¥ locals get around on sleighs
ecause we live in such a tiny
m, a lot of the snow dogs were

¥. We saw a geyser, which is a

How I pictured dog sledding in my head!




a) Saturday morning
b) Saturday night

c) Sunday morning
d) Sunday night

Put the numbers in the boxes to show what ord
The first one has been done for you.

Had reindeer for dinner.

Went whale watching.

Swam in the outdoor pools at Blue
Went to a geyser and a frozen
Checked in to the hotel ang
Discovered dog sleddi

Saw the Northern

[]
[]
[]
[]
[]
[]

Age written in?




Saskia loves the cold weather but her mum hates it.
Saskia likes dogs but her mum doesn’t.

Saskia eats meat, whereas her mum is a vegetarian.
Saskia’s mum can drive but Saskia can’t.

Why couldn’t Saskia go dog sledding?

Her apartment in London is too small to have a g
There wasn’t enough snow for the sled to run
Many of the dogs were sick.

It was too expensive.

What is a geyser?

look back on it one day.

hen she found out she couldn’t go dog sledding?




Cov

When did Saskia fly home to London?

a) Saturday morning
b) Saturday night
c) Sunday morning

d) Sunday night

Put the numbers in the boxes to show what ord
The first one has been done for you.

Had reindeer for dinner.
Went whale watching.

Swam in the outdoor pools at Blue
Went to a geyser and a frozen
Checked in to the hotel ang

Discovered dog sleddi

=] o] [ o] Y [P] [w]

Saw the Northern

What perso

Age written in?




How are Saskia and her mum different?

a) Saskia loves the cold weather but her mum hates it.
b) Saskia likes dogs but her mum doesn’t.

c) Saskia eats meat, whereas her mum is a vegetarian
d) Saskia’s mum can drive but Saskia can’t.

Why couldn’t Saskia go dog sledding?

a) Her apartmentin London is too small to have a g
b) There wasn’t enough snow for the sled to run
c) Many of the dogs were sick.
d) It was too expensive.

What is a geyser?

A natural hot pool that shoots

Why did Saskia ing

a) To show what she
b) To show what type
c¢) To show where Ig
d) To show what

Jone dog sledding.

he can look back on it one day.
on her holiday.

hen she found out she couldn’t go dog sledding?




TEACHER'S ANSWIE

7N\
AN )

Practice Questions

Question One:

Students should have retrieved and synthesised information
subheading and the body text to answer this comprehensiq

d) Saskia has written “| was so sad to leave Iceland tha
have flown home to London on Sunday.

Question Two:

Based on their understanding of the text, stud of the

featured activities Saskia did chronologicall

Checked in to the hotel and unp
Went whale watching.
Had reindeer for dinner.
Saw the Northern Lights.
Discovered dog sledding
Went to a geyser and 3
Swam in the outdoor

~NOoO o~ WNPRE

demonstrated to students that this

Students s} s seasickness disappeared when she was
Is soon as we saw the first whale | forgot all about

Ve diary-like style of writing should have indicated to students

2 that only one of the four differences mentioned was listed in the text
eir comprehension level and their ability to compare and contrast. The

This answer guide is continued on the next page...
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TEACHER'S ANSWIE

7P
...This answer guide is continued from the previous page.

c) Saskia eats meat but her mum is a vegetarian. This came f
vegetarian dish because she doesn’t eat meat, and | had rej
can’t drive is not mentioned anywhere in the text, so this 3
incorrect inference.

Question Seven:

To answer this comprehension question, studep prmation that

appeared in the text explicitly. The correct ang

¢) The line, “However, when we got to the,
indicates that the dogs’ illness prohibiteg

0 we couldn’t go!”

Question Eight:

Students should have been able
directly copying its explanatio

interpreting or even just

Model Response:

A geyseris ang er in the air.

Based on their,
to the dogs’ |
inclusion.

fact that Saskia couldn’t go dog sledding due
should have been able to infer its purpose for

at Saskia had pictured dog sledding to be like in her
e had imagined she’d look like had she gone dog

Identify the purpose of this text.

Al reflections of feelings and events. They are generally not
i's reason for keeping a record of her trip would just be for her to look
isce.

This answer guide is continued on the next page...
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TEACHER'S ANSWIE

7N\
AN

...This answer guide is continued from the previous page.

Question Eleven:

Students should have been able to infer a character’'s emotj
personality and taste with their understanding of an even

b) Saskia describes dogs as being her favourite animg
one due to her apartment in London being too small
forward to going dog sledding. When she found o
iliness, she would have been disappointed.

MIGHTY MINDS
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