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Frogs have a well-understood lifecycle. The begin their lives as eggs, then grow into a 

tadpole, and finally, they turn into a frog. 

Match the full phrase above the frogs with the contraction above the tadpole. Q1 

Who has Let us Will not You are That is Are not They have 

Let’s 

Who’s 

Aren’t 

Won’t 

You’re 

Thats Whose 

Arn’t 

That’s 

Your 

Let’us 

Willn’t 

They’ve 

They’ave 
Ur 

Arne’t 

Woln’t 

! 
Unscramble the letters below each of the tadpoles not connected to a frog to spell out the 

animal class frogs belong to. Each letter should be used once, but some appear twice! 
Q2 

Frogs are 
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There are four stages in the butterfly’s life cycle. How long each stage lasts is dependent on the species 
and the environmental conditions. 
 
Egg Stage 
This is the first stage in the butterfly’s life. The eggs aren’t very big and  
there are generally many eggs in one place. The more eggs there are, the  
better the chance that some will survive through to adulthood. They’re  
often found near a food source, meaning they’ll be left to rest on the  
leaves of plants. The shape of the eggs varies depending on the species,  
but are commonly round, oval or cylindrical. 
 
Caterpillar Stage 
When the eggs hatch, the larvae, also known as caterpillars, emerge.  
During this stage, caterpillars’ main goal is to eat as much as possible.  
Without enough food, they can’t grow and move on to the next stage of  
their life cycle. As they eat, their bodies don’t expand: they actually shed  
layers of skin as their size increases! This can happen four or five times, as  
their bodies grow to roughly 100 times their original size. 
 
Chrysalis Stage 
Once the caterpillar has grown large enough, it becomes a pupa, or  
chrysalis. During this stage, the caterpillar encases itself in its chrysalis,  
often hanging from a tree where it is protected by leaves and branches.  
There’s nothing to see from the outside, but inside the chrysalis is the  
caterpillar’s tissue, which completely breaks down and reforms. What’s  
left when the chrysalis opens is what we picture when we think of a  
butterfly. This is known as ‘metamorphosis’. 
 
Imago Stage 
An imago is an adult butterfly. By the time the chrysalis hatches, it  
should’ve developed wings, a body and antennae. At this stage of its life,  
it’s capable of reproduction. By finding a mate, the life cycle continues. 

Butterflies exist in several distinct forms throughout their life cycle. The study of 

butterflies is called lepidopterology. 

Some contractions represent 

more than one phrase. Make 

sure you pay attention to the 

other words in the sentence to 

figure out which one is meant. 

Tip 

While using contractions is common and acceptable in most forms of speech and writing, 

they should not be used in a formal texts. Read through the description of the life cycle of 

the butterfly, highlighting any contractions. 
Q1 
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! 
In the space provided, write out in order the full phrase of each contraction you highlighted 

in Question 1. 
Q2 
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Animals are not the only living things that have life cycles. Plants also grow through 

distinct stages. 

Kim is a budding scientist and has decided to keep a journal tracking the growth of a 

seedling. Each week, she makes notes about the plant’s progress. Read through the 

selection of journal entries below, choosing the correct contraction where required. 
Q1 

I’re/I’m/I planting the seed today. I’ve/Ih’ve/Iv’e got the pot ready, and I went to the 

shop and got some good quality potting mix. Mum told me that plants need lots of 

nutrients to grow, so we got some fertiliser too. 

 

Its/It’s/Its’ been a week and I havn’t/haevn‘t/haven’t noticed any changes yet. I hope I 

didn’t/ain’t/din’t water it too much… 

 

We’v/We’d/We’ve finally noticed a little sprout poking up out of the dirt. I’d/I’ve/I 

almost given up hope! Mum says that this is a seedling. 

 

I wasn’t/weren’t/wern’t expecting it to grow so fast. Barely any time has passed since 

the seedling first came out and it already looks like a healthy plant. 

Who’s/What’s/Where’s the time gone?! 

 

The plant has its/it’s/its’ first flower! I’re/I’m/I’ll have to  

include a drawing to record this in the journal… 
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! 
The three dots at the end of the second and fifth extracts are called ellipses. What do you 

think they mean? 
Q3 

Write out the full phrases of each of the contractions you circled in the first question. Q2 
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Firstly, thank you for your support of Mighty Minds and our resources. We endeavour to create high-

quality resources that are both educational and engaging, and results have shown that this approach 

works. 

 

To assist you in using this resource, we have compiled some brief tips and reminders below.  
 

 About this resource 
 

This Mighty Minds ‘Fundamentals’ Lesson focusses on one subtopic from the NAPLAN Tests and 

presents this skill through a theme from the Australian Curriculum (History, Science or Geography). 

This lesson is also targeted at a certain skill level, to ensure that your students are completing work 

that is suited to them. 
 

 How to use this resource 
 

Our ‘Fundamentals’ Lessons are split into two main sections, each of which contain different types of 

resources. 

 

The student workbook contains 

• The main title page; and 

• The blank student worksheets for students to complete. 

 

The teacher resources section contains 

• This set of instructions; 

• The Teacher’s Guide, which offers information that may be needed to teach the lesson; 

• The Item Description, which gives a brief overview of the lesson and its aims, as well as extension 

ideas; 

• The student answer sheets, which show model responses on the student worksheets to ensure 

that answers to the questions are clear; 

• The teacher’s answer sheets, which provide a more detailed explanation of the model responses 

or answers; and 

• Finally, the ‘end of lesson’ marker. 

 

We suggest that you print the student workbook (the first set of pages) for the students. If students 

are completing this lesson for homework, you may also like to provide them with the student answer 

pages. 
 

 Feedback and contacting us 
 

We love feedback. Our policy is that if you email us with suggested changes to any lesson, we will 

complete those changes and send you the revised lesson – free of charge.  

 

Just send your feedback to resources@mightyminds.com.au and we’ll get back to you as soon as we 

can. 
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 Contractions 

 
Contractions are shortened versions of phrases that use apostrophes to indicate where word/s have 

been removed. There are many contractions in the English language; as well as the grammatically 

correct contractions, native speakers often say incorrect contractions to shorten speech (i.e. ‘ain’t, 

‘wouldn’t’ve’). Furthermore, contractions should never be used in academic essays due to their 

informality. Below is a list of contractions in the English language and their full phrases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contraction Full Phrase 

aren't are not 

can't cannot 

couldn't could not 

didn't did not 

doesn't does not 

don't do not 

hadn't had not 

hasn't has not 

haven't have not 

he'd he had; he would 

he'll he will; he shall 

he's he is; he has 

I'd I had; I would 

I'll I will; I shall 

I'm I am 

I've I have 

isn't is not 

let's let us 

mightn't might not 

Contraction Full Phrase 

mustn't  must not 

shan't shall not 

she'd she had; she would 

she'll she will; she shall 

she's she is; she has 

shouldn't should not 

should’ve should have 

that's that is; that has 

there's there is; there has 

they'd they had; they would 

they'll they will; they shall 

they're they are 

they've they have 

we'd we had; we would 

we're we are 

we've we have 

weren't were not 

what'll what will; what shall 

what're what are 

  This teaching guide is continued on the next page... 
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 Ellipses 

 
An ellipsis is a type of punctuation […] usually used to indicate intentional omission of a word or 

phrase from a larger section of text. This is often used when using quotations from another source. 

An ellipsis can also be used to indicate a pause in speech, an unfinished thought, or when placed at 

the end of a sentence, a trailing off into silence.  

 

Example:   Professor Smith supports this point: “Ellipses are a wonderful way for 

   students to show… their understanding of punctuation.” 

 

Example:  “I wonder… is there life in space?” 

 

Example:   “The car will come soon…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...This teaching guide is continued from the previous page. 

Contraction Full Phrase 

what's what is; what has 

what've what have 

where's where is; where has 

who's who is; who has 

who'll who will; who shall 

who're who are 

who's who is; who has 

who've who have 

won't will not 

wouldn't would not 

would’ve would have 

you'd you had; you would 

you'll you will; you shall 

you're you are 

you've you have 
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Please note: any activity that is not completed during class time may be set for homework or 

undertaken at a later date.  

 

‘Frog Friends’, ‘Beautiful Butterflies’ and ‘Plant Plan’ 
 

 

• Activity Description: 
• In this lesson, students are provided with three worksheets covering the punctuation of 

omission. 

• The first activity, ‘Frog Friends’, requires students to match full phrases with their 

contracted form. Using the letters from the remaining contractions, students must 

unscramble the name of the animal class frogs belong to. The theme of this activity is the 

lifecycle of frogs. 

• The next worksheet, ‘Beautiful Butterflies’, provides students with a passage of text. They 

are required to read through it and identify the contractions used. They then need to write 

out the full phrase versions of these contractions. The passage also contains words that 

use possessive apostrophes, so students must be able to tell the difference. There are also 

some contractions used that correspond to more than one phrase, meaning they must be 

able to distinguish between them based on the grammatical context. The theme of this 

activity is the life cycle of the butterfly. 

• The final activity, ‘Plant Plan’, asks students to read through provided extracts from a girl’s 

journal. They must choose from three options to correctly complete the sentences. In some 

cases, one or more of the options are not legitimate contractions; in other cases, students 

must rely on the grammatical context to determine the correct answer. Students then need 

to write the full phrase associated with the options they chose in the first question. The final 

question asks them to consider the purpose of two ellipses used in the extracts. The theme 

of this activity is plant life cycles. 

 

• Purpose of Activity: 
• The purpose of this lesson is to reinforce students’ understanding of basic 

contractions. It also introduces the ellipsis. Secondly, it introduces the 

concept of using punctuation to control the tone of a piece of text. 

 

• KLAs: 
• English, Science 

 

• CCEs: 
• Hypothesising (θ41) 

• Synthesising (θ44) 

• Using correct spelling, punctuation, grammar (π9) 

 

 
  This Item Description is continued on the next page... 

Item Description 
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…This Item Description is continued from the previous page. 

 

 

‘Frog Friends’, ‘Beautiful Butterflies’ and ‘Plant Plan’ 
 

 

• Suggested Time Allocation:  
• This lesson is designed to take approximately one hour to complete – 20 minutes per 

activity. 

 

• Teaching Notes:  
• Before beginning this lesson, quickly revise the concept of contractions. 

• To make the second question in the first activity easier, provide students with the first letter 

of the word. 

• Suggest to students that their answers to the first question could be verified by the second 

question. 

• The second activity could be made more engaging by reading through the text out loud as 

a class before attempting the questions. 

• This activity provides a good opportunity for a discussion about the tone of a text and how it 

is affected by punctuation choices. 

• To make this activity easier, remind students that apostrophes are not only used to indicate 

omission. 

• If students are struggling with the final activity, suggest that they try reading each option out 

loud as part of the sentence. This may help them to hear which options sounds right. 

• If students are already familiar with the ellipsis, the third question may be overly simple. 

 

• Follow Up/ Class Discussion Questions:  
• What is an example of a type of text where contractions should not be used? 

• Why? 

• Do you think that the tone of Kim’s journal was scientific? 

• How could she have improved on this? 

 
 

 

 

Item Description – continued 
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Frogs have a well-understood lifecycle. The begin their lives as eggs, then grow into a 

tadpole, and finally, they turn into a frog. 

Match the full phrase above the frogs with the contraction above the tadpole. Q1 

Who has Let us Will not You are That is Are not They have 

Let’s 

Who’s 

Aren’t 

Won’t 

You’re 

Thats Whose 

Arn’t 

That’s 

Your 

Let’us 

Willn’t 

They’ve 

They’ave 
Ur 

Arne’t 

Woln’t 

! 
Unscramble the letters below each of the tadpoles not connected to a frog to spell out the 

animal class frogs belong to. Each letter should be used once, but some appear twice! 
Q2 

Frogs are 

A M P H I B I A N S 
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Frog Friends 

 Question One: 

 
In this question, students were given seven phrases and were asked to identify the correct 

contraction that is associated with it. For each phrase, there was at least two options to choose from. 

Students needed to connect the phrase to the contraction with a line. To answer this question 

correctly, students needed to be familiar with the phrases and their contracted forms. The correct 

phrase-contraction pairs are provided below. 

 

Who has – Who’s 

Let us – Let’s 

Will not – Won’t  

You are – You’re 

That is – That’s 

Are not – Aren’t 

They have – They’ve 

 

Question Two: 

 
This question requires students to use their answers from the first question. They are asked to 

unscramble the letters below each contraction that was not connected to a frog (i.e. an invalid 

contraction). Students were told that the letters should spell out the class of animal that frogs come 

under. Students may be able to guess what the word is, but they should confirm that they have 

chosen the correct options in Question 1 by ensuring that all the required letters are present. The 

correct answer is AMPHIBIANS. 
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There are four stages in the butterfly’s life cycle. How long each stage lasts is dependent on the species 
and the environmental conditions. 
 
Egg Stage 
This is the first stage in the butterfly’s life. The eggs aren’t very big and  
there are generally many eggs in one place. The more eggs there are, the  
better the chance that some will survive through to adulthood. They’re  
often found near a food source, meaning they’ll be left to rest on the  
leaves of plants. The shape of the eggs varies depending on the species,  
but are commonly round, oval or cylindrical. 
 
Caterpillar Stage 
When the eggs hatch, the larvae, also known as caterpillars, emerge.  
During this stage, caterpillars’ main goal is to eat as much as possible.  
Without enough food, they can’t grow and move on to the next stage of  
their life cycle. As they eat, their bodies don’t expand: they actually shed  
layers of skin as their size increases! This can happen four or five times, as  
their bodies grow to roughly 100 times their original size. 
 
Chrysalis Stage 
Once the caterpillar has grown large enough, it becomes a pupa, or  
chrysalis. During this stage, the caterpillar encases itself in its chrysalis,  
often hanging from a tree where it is protected by leaves and branches.  
There’s nothing to see from the outside, but inside the chrysalis is the  
caterpillar’s tissue, which completely breaks down and reforms. What’s  
left when the chrysalis opens is what we picture when we think of a  
butterfly. This is known as ‘metamorphosis’. 
 
Imago Stage 
An imago is an adult butterfly. By the time the chrysalis hatches, it  
should’ve developed wings, a body and antennae. At this stage of its life,  
it’s capable of reproduction. By finding a mate, the life cycle continues. 

Butterflies exist in several distinct forms throughout their life cycle. The study of 

butterflies is called lepidopterology. 

Some contractions represent 

more than one phrase. Make 

sure you pay attention to the 

other words in the sentence to 

figure out which one is meant. 

Tip 

While using contractions is common and acceptable in most forms of speech and writing, 

they should not be used in a formal texts. Read through the description of the life cycle of 

the butterfly, highlighting any contractions. 
Q1 
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! 
In the space provided, write out in order the full phrase of each contraction you highlighted 

in Question 1. 
Q2 

  

 

  

Are not 

They are 

They will 

 

 

  

Cannot 

Do not 

There is 

 

 

  

What is 

Should have 

It is 
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Beautiful Butterflies 

 Question One: 

 
In this question, students were provided with a passage of text about the life cycle of butterflies. They 

were asked to highlight any contractions they could find in the passage and were told that 

contractions are often not appropriate in formal texts. There was more than one case where a 

possessive apostrophe was used, so students needed to be able to tell the difference between the 

two situations. A copy of the text with the contractions highlighted is provided below. 

 

There are four stages in the butterfly’s life cycle. How long each stage lasts is dependent on 

the species and the environmental conditions. 

 

Egg Stage 

This is the first stage in the butterfly’s life. The eggs aren’t very big and  

there are generally many eggs in one place. The more eggs there are, the  

better the chance that some will survive through to adulthood. They’re  

often found near a food source, meaning they’ll be left to rest on the  

leaves of plants. The shape of the eggs varies depending on the species,  

but are commonly round, oval or cylindrical. 

 

Caterpillar Stage 

When the eggs hatch, the larvae, also known as caterpillars, emerge.  

During this stage, caterpillars’ main goal is to eat as much as possible.  

Without enough food, they can’t grow and move on to the next stage of  

their life cycle. As they eat, their bodies don’t expand: they actually shed  

layers of skin as their size increases! This can happen four or five times, as  

their bodies grow to roughly 100 times their original size. 

 

Chrysalis Stage 

Once the caterpillar has grown large enough, it becomes a pupa, or  

chrysalis. During this stage, the caterpillar encases itself in its chrysalis,  

often hanging from a tree where it is protected by leaves and branches.  

There’s nothing to see from the outside, but inside the chrysalis is the  

caterpillar’s tissue, which completely breaks down and reforms. What’s  

left when the chrysalis opens is what we picture when we think of a  

butterfly. This is known as ‘metamorphosis’. 

 

Imago Stage 

An imago is an adult butterfly. By the time the chrysalis hatches, it  

should’ve developed wings, a body and antennae. At this stage of its life,  

it’s capable of reproduction. By finding a mate, the life cycle continues. 

 

 

 

  This answer guide is continued on the next page... 
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...This answer guide is continued from the previous page. 

Question Two: 

 
For this question, students were asked to write the full phrases of the contractions they highlighted in 

Question 1. To do this, they needed to be able to recall what the full phrase was; in some cases, 

there was more than one full phrase associated with the contraction, so students needed to use the 

grammatical context to determine which was the correct answer. A list of the contractions and the 

correct associated full phrase is shown below. 

 

Aren’t – Are not 

They’re – They are 

They’ll – They will 

Can’t – Cannot 

Don’t – Do not 

There’s – There is 

What’s – What is 

Should’ve – Should have 

It’s – It is 
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Animals are not the only living things that have life cycles. Plants also grow through 

distinct stages. 

Kim is a budding scientist and has decided to keep a journal tracking the growth of a 

seedling. Each week, she makes notes about the plant’s progress. Read through the 

selection of journal entries below, choosing the correct contraction where required. 
Q1 

I’re/I’m/I planting the seed today. I’ve/Ih’ve/Iv’e got the pot ready, and I went to the 

shop and got some good quality potting mix. Mum told me that plants need lots of 

nutrients to grow, so we got some fertiliser too. 

 

Its/It’s/Its’ been a week and I havn’t/haevn‘t/haven’t noticed any changes yet. I hope I 

didn’t/ain’t/din’t water it too much… 

 

We’v/We’d/We’ve finally noticed a little sprout poking up out of the dirt. I’d/I’ve/I 

almost given up hope! Mum says that this is a seedling. 

 

I wasn’t/weren’t/wern’t expecting it to grow so fast. Barely any time has passed since 

the seedling first came out and it already looks like a healthy plant. 

Who’s/What’s/Where’s the time gone?! 

 

The plant has its/it’s/its’ first flower! I’re/I’m/I’ll have to  

include a drawing to record this in the journal… 
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I am 

I have 

It is 

Have not 

Did not 

  

  

   

It indicates a pause, or that she is trailing off. It seems to show that the thought is not 

complete. 

! 
The three dots at the end of the second and fifth extracts are called ellipses. What do you 

think they mean? 
Q3 

Write out the full phrases of each of the contractions you circled in the first question. Q2 

We have 

I had 

Was not 

Where has 

I will 
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Plant Plan 

 Question One: 

 
In this question, students were given extracts from a girl’s journal. The extracts tracked the progress 

of the growth of a plant. Students were asked to read through the extracts. In certain places, they 

were asked to choose between three options for the word used to complete the sentence. Students 

needed to use the context of the sentence to decide which option was correct. The extracts are 

shown below, with the correct options shown in bold. 

 

I’m planting the seed today. I’ve got the pot ready, and I went to the shop and got some good 

quality potting mix. Mum told me that plants need lots of nutrients to grow, so we got some 

fertiliser too. 

 

It’s been a week and I haven’t noticed any changes yet. I hope I didn’t water it too much… 

 

We’ve finally noticed a little sprout poking up out of the dirt. I’d almost given up hope! Mum 

says that this is a seedling. 

 

I wasn’t expecting it to grow so fast. Barely any time has passed since the seedling first came 

out and it already looks like a healthy plant. Where’s the time gone?! 

 

The plant has its first flower! I’ll have to include a drawing to record this in the journal… 

 

Question Two: 

 
For this question, students were asked to write out the full phrases for each of the contractions they 

chose. Since the second-last option was not a contraction, there were only ten spaces provided. This 

should have alerted students to the fact that there were only ten contractions used in the extracts. 

The answers are provided below. 

 

I’m – I am 

I’ve – I have 

It’s – It has 

Haven’t – Have not 

Didn’t – Did not 

We’ve – We have 

I’d – I had 

Wasn’t – Was not 

Where’s – Where has 

I’ll – I will 

 

  This answer guide is continued on the next page... 
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...This answer guide is continued from the previous page. 

Question Three: 

 
This question drew students’ attention the inclusion of two ellipses. Students were told what they 

were called and were asked to explain what purpose they seemed to serve. In the context of these 

extracts, the ellipses were used to indicated a ‘trail off’. To answer this question correctly, students 

should have attempted to determine the overall mood of the extracts and formed an opinion from that. 

It was not necessary for them to be familiar with the ellipses. A model response is provided below. 

 

It indicates a pause, or that she is trailing off. It seems to show that the thought is not 

complete. 
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