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ENGAGED THINKING

You are in a room. There are three light switches in front of you labelled A, B and C. Only one of the
switches works, and it turns on the light bulb in a second room. You cannot see the light from your room,
and there are no windows to look into. You can only go into the next room once, and you can only flip one
switch at a time.
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How do you determine which of the three switches turns the light on? Explain your reasoning.

______________________________________________________
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EFFECTIVE LEARNING
Effectively editing your work is an important skill, but it isn’t just about correcting mistakes! When you
read through your work, you should look for ways to improve how your writing ‘sounds’. Punctuation and
sentence structures affect pace and make your writing more engaging to the reader.
Read the passage below. How could this passage be more engaging? Rewrite it below, using a variety
of interesting (but appropriate!) punctuation. You can change the order of phrases and clauses as long
as the result is correctly punctuated.
The colonisation of the Aztec Empire by the Spanish began in 1519. In 1521 the Spanish were declared

E

victorious. Spanish colonisation exposed the Aztecs to a range of things. One of these was smallpox.
Smallpox is an ‘Old World’ disease. The Aztecs had never experienced this disease. Historians estimate
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the disease caused the deaths of between 10 and 50% of the population. This translates to millions of lives.

CORE ELEMENTS

When Christopher Columbus first set out on his voyage of discovery, the land he discovered was not the
one he was looking for. Columbus was actually looking for a west-ward route to Asia when he ‘discovered’
the Americas.
Shown below is a proposal by Christopher Columbus to the Spanish Monarchy. A summary of the
geographic knowledge available at the time and the political context is also provided. Do you think it
would be wise to fund Columbus’ voyage to Asia?
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I write to you with a proposition of great value. I
seek support in finding a westward route to Asia,
over the ocean. I believe that the journey will be
no further than 4000km from the Spanish colony
of the Canary Islands. My estimate is derived from
the work of Marinus of Tyre, who says that the
Eurasian continent extends 225° across. This puts
the far eastern lands of Cipangu in easy reach if I
set sail west, into the sunset. Upon the advice of the
Florentine Paul Toscanellli, I believe I should be
able to take haven on the shores of Antillia. After
replenishing our supplies, we would then continue
on to Asia. Give me three sturdy ships and a single
year, and I will return to you with safe passage to
the riches of the East.

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Valuable trade routes connecting Europe with Asia by land were
unsafe as a consequence of the rise of the Ottoman Empire.
Explorers supported by the Portuguese were seeking an eastward
sea route to Asia, sailing around the southern tip of Africa.
People knew the Earth was spherical, and estimations of the
circumference of the Earth were roughly accurate.
Most estimates of the size of the Eurasian continent (i.e. from
the western-most point in Europe to the eastern-most point in
mainland Asia) to be 180° across.
The Spanish were in need of an edge over the other European
countries in terms of trade with Asia.
Cipangu was the name Marco Polo, a great merchant of Venice,
gave to Japan.
Antillia is a mythical land believed at this time to lie far to the
west of Spain in the Atlantic Ocean.
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