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What are the best tools that help students to learn? Schools across the world are adding 

more computers to their classrooms. Many schools are beginning to adopt one-to-one 

device policies, where each student would have a designated electronic device. One-to-

one device policies can be expensive and difficult to create. Are they really worth it? 

 

This informational flyer lists some of the pros and cons of having a one-to-one device 

policy in a school. 

Q1 

Q2 

One-to-one? 

 

We Need Computers for Everyone 

• Curriculum in electronic format is easy to 

update. Textbooks are not. 

• We live in a digital world, so students     

  should learn in a digital way. 

• Every student should have access to the  

   Internet. 

• Make technology available to every    

  student, not just to the schools that can   

  afford it. 

 

Invest in Teachers 

• Giving every student a computer is too expensive. 

• More staff will have to train teachers and fix computers. 

• The Internet is great for finding information, but it’s not 

always accurate or appropriate. 

• Teachers are trained professionals who are always 

learning better ways to teach students. Machines can’t 

replace that. 

! 
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! 
Use information from the flyer to respond to the following statements in ways that show 

support for one-to-one device policies. Use your ‘own words’. 
Q1 

Q1 

Q2 

Our school always buys the best textbooks we can find. 

There is more information on the Internet than what any teacher could ever know. 

Buying every single student a computer is just the right thing to do. 

Kids use computers every day for fun, so they should learn from computers too. 

! 
Use information from the flyer to respond to the following statements in ways that show 

you do not support one-to-one device policies. Use your ‘own words’. 
Q2 
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Q1 

Q2 

Dear School Board Committee,  

! 

Use information from the flyer and your responses to write a letter to persuade a school 

board to adopt a one-to-one device policy.   Q3 
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! 
Use information from the flyer and your responses to write a letter to a school board, 

opposing a one-to-one policy.  
Q4 

Q1 

Q2 

Dear School Board Committee,  
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Q2 

Mr. Wilson had been a teacher for 36 years. He was engaging 

and interesting. For decades, students always loved his 

classes, paid attention, learned a lot and got really good 

grades. But for the past couple of years, Mr. Wilson has been 

having more trouble with students who were not paying 

attention in class. Every other day, he would have to take a 

student’s phone away. Sometimes students would be surfing 

the Internet with their smartphones, sometimes they would be 

texting each other and sometimes they would be playing 

games. But they weren’t paying attention and lots of them were 

starting to do poorly in his class. Mr. Wilson was becoming 

more and more frustrated. He didn’t know what to do to get his 

students back on track. 

Knowing information about subjects is only one part of being intelligent. It’s also very 

important to understand how to use knowledge. You have to be able to take the facts that 

you know and apply them in useful ways in different situations.  

! 
What are three specific problems that Mr. Wilson is experiencing with students in his 

class? 
Q1 

! 
Read this story about Mr. Wilson and his students. Use the information to help you 

understand what some of Mr. Wilson’s problems in the classroom might be. 
! 
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! 

Read this story about Mr. Wilson and the problems that he used to have in class. Think 

about how his problems have changed over time.  
! 

Mr. Wilson was a great teacher, but he had always had some 

problems with some students. When he first started teaching, it 

took a while for him to get the hang of it. Students would talk to 

each other, pass notes and goof around. But as he became a 

better teacher, he figured out ways of teaching in a more 

interesting way. After a short time, most of the students wanted 

to pay attention to Mr. Wilson, instead of pass notes or tune 

him out. It also used to be much easier for Mr. Wilson to know 

when students were doing things they weren’t supposed to. He 

could easily see little folded notes getting passed from desk to 

desk, or hear students trying to whisper across the room. Now 

he was never sure when students were paying attention to him, 

or to a tiny electronic screen.  

What is the main cause of the problems that Mr. Wilson is having in the classroom?  Q2 

Q3 

Why do you think that Mr. Wilson is starting to have new and different problems after so 

many years of teaching? Combine information from the stories with your prior knowledge 

to answer this question correctly and completely. SA
M
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Don’t Take Your Students’ Phones! 

 
Put them to work instead. 

 

Every smartphone is a powerful computer, so every student in your class with a 

phone has a computer that you can use to help them learn. 

 

What if your students could use their phones to participate in class, take tests, 

and even do homework? 

 

The Smart Kid Smartphone workshop will teach you how to put your students’ 

phones to work as teaching and learning tools! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up now!  

Email sksp@bestschool.com.au 

 

 

The Smart Kid Smartphone Workshop  

will teach you how to us smartphones to: 

 

•   enhance student engagement 

•   increase class participation 

•   complete homework assignments 

•   take assessments 

 

All while making your students’ phones tools that engage instead  

of toys that distract! 

 

! 

Mr. Wilson saw this flyer for a workshop on how to use phones in the classroom. Refer to 

the next page for questions regarding his response to the flyer. 
! 

Q1 
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Pretend that you are Mr. Wilson. Compose a short email to the workshop organisers to 

explain how the Smart Kid Smartphone Workshop might help solve problems in your 

class and how it has given you new ideas about how to use phones in the classroom. 
Q4 

Q2 

To: sksp@bestschool.com.au 
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Q1 

Q 

 

By today’s standards, the telegraph was a 

very crude and primitive form of 

communication. It sent messages over 

distances as a series of dots and dashes or 

audible beeps. A telegraph operator would 

have to translate a message from words into a 

code that he could transmit over the 

telegraph. Then the operator receiving the 

telegraph message would have to decode the 

message, turning the dots, dashes and beeps 

back into words. The telegraph also relied on 

miles and miles of wire. People in two 

different locations could not communicate by 

telegraph unless those two locations were 

connected by telegraph wires.  

 

Studying the past can help you predict the future. There a lot of patterns in history and 

many events and trends reoccur in cycles. Events taking place in the present can also 

help you understand what things were like in times gone by. 

! 
Read the passage below about the telegraph and consider what communication was like 

before the invention of this early device. 
! 

Describe how people may have sent messages over a distance before the telegraph was 

invented. Also explain how the telegraph improved communication, but at the same time, 

may have made communication over distance more complicated. 
Q1 
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Q1 

Q 

 

Alexander Graham Bell is credited with 

inventing the telephone. He patented his 

invention in 1876. The telephone represented 

a major advancement from the telegraph.   In 

fact, Bell had originally been working to make 

improvements to the telegraph before he 

invented the telephone. Graham’s telephone 

allowed users to transmit a voice over wires, 

instead of a coded message of dots, dashes, 

and beeps. Even though the telephone was 

much more practical than the telegraph, it was 

not nearly as advanced as the telephones we 

use today. 

 

! 

! 
Explain what made the telephone a major improvement over the telegraph and explain 

one major limitation of early telephones. 
Q2 

! 
Read the passage about the early telephone and consider how it improved upon the 

telegraph and how it has improved even further to become the present day device it is.  
! 
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Q1 

Q 

Q3 

All phones owe their existence to the telegraph. But the smartphones we use today are 

more direct descendents of the first handheld cell phone that Motorola unveiled in 1973. 

Compared to modern smartphones, the first mobile cell phone was huge and it wasn’t very 

smart. All it could do was make calls. Now mobile phones allow users to communicate in so 

many different ways that many people don’t even use their phones for talking much at all! 

! 
! 

Read this passage about the first cell phone and consider how it paved the way for the 

tiny, super-powerful smartphones that we use today to be developed. 
! 

! 
Explain one way the first cell phone improved upon Alexander Graham Bell’s telephone 

and explain two ways that modern smartphones have improved upon the first cell phone. 
Q3 

! 
Explain one way that people use smartphones today that is similar to the way that people 

used telegraphs in the past. 
Q4 SA

M
PL
E



•

•

•

SA
M
PL
E



Firstly, thank you for your support of Mighty Minds and our resources. We endeavour to create high-

quality resources that are both educational and engaging, and results have shown that this approach 

works. 

 

To assist you in using this resource, we have compiled some brief tips and reminders below.  
 

 About this resource 
 

This Mighty Minds ‘Fundamentals’ Lesson focusses on one subtopic from the NAPLAN Tests and 

presents this skill through a theme from the Australian Curriculum (History, Science or Geography). 

This lesson is also targeted at a certain skill level, to ensure that your students are completing work 

that is suited to them. 
 

 How to use this resource 
 

Our ‘Fundamentals’ Lessons are split into two main sections, each of which contain different types of 

resources. 

 

The student workbook contains 

• The main title page; and 

• The blank student Activitys for students to complete. 

 

The teacher resources section contains 

• This set of instructions; 

• The Teacher’s Guide, which offers information that may be needed to teach the lesson; 

• The Item Description, which gives a brief overview of the lesson and its aims, as well as extension 

ideas; 

• The student answer sheets, which show model responses on the student Activitys to ensure that 

answers to the questions are clear; 

• The teacher’s answer sheets, which provide a more detailed explanation of the model responses 

or answers; and 

• Finally, the ‘end of lesson’ marker. 

 

We suggest that you print the student workbook (the first set of pages) for the students. If students 

are completing this lesson for homework, you may also like to provide them with the student answer 

pages. 
 

 Feedback and contacting us 
 

We love feedback. Our policy is that if you email us with suggested changes to any lesson, we will 

complete those changes and send you the revised lesson – free of charge.  

 

Just send your feedback to resources@mightyminds.com.au and we’ll get back to you as soon as we 

can. 
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Synthesising a text requires reading the given text closely and possessing a good understanding of 

its meaning. Generally, texts requiring synthesis contain a lot of information that needs to be 

condensed or extracted so it can be used in a more meaningful way. There are many different ways 

in which a text can be synthesised. 

 

Often when researching, students will come across books or other texts that contain an extremely 

large amount of information, when all they really need is one or two sentences of it. For this 

information to be worthwhile, they must be able to read that text, know which information they are 

looking for, and then use that information to support their own work.  

 

For example, Sally is writing an essay on Queen Hatshepsut, one of the few female pharaohs of 

Ancient Egypt. She has found a book entitled Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt; however, she cannot use 

all of the information in the book and, therefore, must search through it, all the time knowing that she 

is only looking for information regarding Hatshepsut. She should write any useful information in her 

own notes. This information can then be combined or weighed against information from other 

sources. 

  

How students synthesise a text will always depend on the information needed and the reason they 

are searching for that information. Is it for an essay, a science project, or a painting? Because of the 

variety of means by which students could synthesise any given text, there are therefore a multitude of 

ways this skill could be taught. In order to gain the most from the skill, students should be taught the 

basics of synthesis – that is, how to read a text for specific information and how to use this 

information once it has been found. Students can then use this skill in any assessment or research 

task they complete for the rest of their lives.  

 

When students synthesise texts in order to collect information for one piece of assessment or a 

project, they will often be using many different sources of information. It is important for students to 

remember that no matter how much information they use from a source – whether it be one word or 

one hundred words – they must always reference their sources. This is a crucial part of using sources  

and a means of avoiding plagiarism. If students grasp it early, they will find the rest of their schooling 

lives and tertiary education much easier. There are many different ways to reference, many of which 

have been published for teachers and students alike to use when taking information from sources. 

Some of these include the Harvard Referencing System and the Chicago Referencing System. 
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Please note: any activity that is not completed during class time may be set for homework or 

undertaken at a later date.  

 

‘To PC or Not to PC’, ‘Smart Kid Smartphone’ and 

‘Smartphone’s Granddad’ 
 

• Activity Description: 
• These activities are designed to enhance information synthesizing skills. Students need to 

do more than just recall information to  complete these activities successfully. They have to 

write letters, compose emails and compare information and ideas across multiple texts.  

• The first activity, ‘To PC or Not to PC’, provides the student with a short list of some 

perceived pros and cons of having a one-to-one device policy at their school. Students 

must use information from the list to argue viewpoints in both the affirmative and the 

negative for introducing a one-to-one device policy, as well as letters to their school 

board written from both stances. 

• In the second activity, ‘Smart Kid Smartphone’, students put themselves in the shoes of 

a teacher. They have to consider short passages about the teacher’s situation and 

combine this information with that presented in a flyer for a fictional workshop on how 

teachers can embrace phones in their classrooms. They have to compose a mock 

email explaining why the teacher feels he would benefit from the workshop. 

• The third activity, ‘Smartphone’s Granddad’, provides some history of major 

telecommunications inventions. Students have to bring their own knowledge together 

with information from multiple sources to draw their own conclusions about how 

telecommunication has improved.  

 

• Purpose of Activity: 
• To synthesise information from multiple texts and reproduce key information 

in a variety of modes.  

 

• KLAs: 
• English, History 

• CCEs: 
 

• Searching and locating items/information (α52) 

• Structuring/organising extended written text (β21) 

• Using correct spelling, punctuation, grammar (π9) 

• Synthesising (θ44) 

 
  This Item Description is continued on the next page... 

Item Description 
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…This Item Description is continued from the previous page. 

 

 

‘To PC or Not to PC’, ‘Smart Kid Smartphone’ and 

‘Smartphone’s Granddad’ 
 

• Suggested Time Allocation:  
• This lesson is designed to take approximately one hour to complete – 20 minutes per 

activity. 
 

• Teaching Notes:  
• In this lesson, students are expected to write letters and an email. Conventions for these 

types of correspondences should be familiar to them. 

• A discussion about how different technologies have evolved and improved may help to 

prepare students for some themes in this lesson. The discussion does not necessarily have 

to be about advancements in telecommunications.   

• One modification to simplify the lesson is to adjust the questions so that students don’t 

have to combine information from multiple sources to answer the questions successfully. 

This might have the effect of changing the emphasis of the activities from synthesizing to 

recalling information, but it may be an appropriate modification for some students.  

• One modification to challenge students is to widen the scope of each lesson. For the 

activity ‘PC or Not to PC’, students could also write letters from the point of view of a school 

board that adopts a one-to-one device policy and a school board that rejects it. Smart Kid 

Smartphone could be expanded to include other electronic devices that might distract 

students, but also might be used as educational tools. Smartphone’s Granddad could be 

expanded to include more technology and to show more incremental advancements. 

Technologies like radio, television, and the Internet could easily be included.  

 

• Follow Up/ Class Discussion Questions:  
• In Smart Kid Smartphone, students have to empathise with a teacher. It may help to 

discuss with students ways that they may have seen or even used phones in class 

inappropriately and brainstorm ways that phones could become productive tools in the 

classroom.  

• Discuss how students would have coped in a world where the most advanced form of 

communication was the telegraph.  

• Have students make predictions about the next possible advancements in 

telecommunications technology.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Item Description – continued 
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! 
Use information from the flyer to respond to the following statements in ways that show 

support for one-to-one device policies. Use your ‘own words’. 
Q1 

Q1 

Q2 

It takes a long time to print textbooks, so information can become out of date, even in the best 

textbooks. Curriculum information in an electronic format can be updated immediately.  

 

 

There is a massive amount of information on the Internet, but that doesn’t mean it’s accurate. 

Teachers are trained to know the subjects they teach but having electronic textbooks would 

ensure that teachers were using the most up-to-date information. 

Buying a computer for every student would be great, but schools have many resources they  

need to purchase for all areas of the school. Spending a large amount of money on individual 

computers might not be the fairest way to split out funds. 

 

Computers are great tools, but they are not trained teachers. They’re machines that can  

help students, but they cannot replace professionals who are able to help students identify 

and learn the most important information for their studies. 

Our school always buys the best textbooks we can find. 

There is more information on the Internet than what any teacher could ever know. 

Buying every single student a computer is just the right thing to do. 

Kids use computers every day for fun, so they should learn from computers too. 

! 
Use information from the flyer to respond to the following statements in ways that show 

you do not support one-to-one device policies. Use your ‘own words’. 
Q2 
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! 

Use information from the flyer and your responses to write a letter to persuade a school 

board to adopt a one-to-one device policy.   Q3 

Q1 

Q2 

Dear School Board Committee,  

I know that you want to help all of our students be the best learners that they can be and one  

of the best ways you can help students reach their true potential at school is to introduce a one-

to-one device policy.  

 

Computers can provide teachers and students access to the most current curriculum and subject 

updates available. They also give the teacher and students easy access to the Internet, which is 

an important tool for information gathering and research. Kids use computers all the time at home 

and the importance of computers in our lives is only going to increase. Therefore, we should use 

them as much as possible in the classroom to ensure we are ready for our future beyond school.  

 

Only having a few computers in a classroom or computer lab is not enough, as it might restrict 

students access to the computers. Every student needs to be able to have access to a computer 

whenever they need it in order for their work to be correct and of the highest possible standard. 

The most effective way to ensure this occurs, is by adopting a one-to-one device policy. 

 

Sincerely,  

Student SA
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! 
Use information from the flyer and your responses to write a letter to a school board, 

opposing a one-to-one policy.  
Q4 

Q1 

Q2 

Dear School Board Committee,  

I know a lot of people would like our school to adopt a one-to-one device policy, but I for one, do 

not. I believe our school already has enough computers and it would be a waste of money to 

provide every student with their own device. I definitely do not think that students would be 

disadvantaged by not having a one-to-one policy. I think the cost of providing each student with 

a device is too great and that this money should be spread across all other areas of the school, 

such as the Arts or Sports programs. Then, there is the cost of having to up-skill teachers or 

employ more staff to teach the teachers and keep the computers running well to consider.  

 

Secondly, it doesn’t seem as though anyone can say that students work has improved that 

much by using the internet all the time for research as the information students find is not always 

accurate or appropriate. Computers can certainly help students to learn, but they will never be 

able to replace teachers, who are highly trained both in the subjects they teach and in the way 

students learn. I think computers are necessary and important in schools, but I think you would 

be better off spreading funds across lots of different areas rather than just investing in a device 

for each student. 

 

Sincerely,  

Student SA
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To PC or Not to PC 

 Question One: 

 
Students were required to respond to statements in the affirmative as to whether school’s should 

adopt one-to-one device policies. They gleaned information about both sides of the ‘argument’ for the 

topic from a flyer given on the first page. Students’ responses will vary, however an important 

consideration to make whilst considering these answers is whether or not the information is gleaned 

from the flyer and whether each response is appropriate to its corresponding statement. Students 

should have also attempted to use their ‘own words’ in their responses, rather than to simply copy the 

answers from the text provided. A model response is provided below.  

 

 Model Response:  
It takes a long time to print textbooks, so information can become out of date, even in the best 

textbooks. Curriculum information in an electronic format can be updated immediately.  

 

There is a massive amount of information on the Internet, but that doesn’t mean it’s accurate. 

Teachers are trained to know the subjects they teach but having electronic textbooks would ensure 

that teachers were using the most up-to-date information. 
 

Question Two: 

 
For this question, students were required to respond in opposition to adopting a one-to-one device 

policy. Students’ responses will vary although, as per the description above, students should have 

used information from the flyer to inform their responses. A model response is provided below.  

 

 Model Response 

 

Buying a computer for every student would be great, but schools have many resources they  

need to purchase for all areas of the school. Spending a large amount of money on individual 

computers might not be the fairest way to split out funds. 

 

Computers are great tools, but they are not trained teachers. They’re machines that can  

help students, but they cannot replace professionals who are able to help students identify 

and learn the most important information for their studies. 

 
 

 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  This teacher’s answer guide is continued on the next page... 

SA
M
PL
E



 

 

 Question Three:  

 
For this question, students were required to write a letter to their school board, in support of adopting 

a one-to-one device policy. As it was specified that the response was to be a letter, it should not have 

been written as an essay or generic question response. Although students’ responses should have 

incorporated the information from the flyer, they could have added elaboration points to help support 

their argument. A model response is provided below. 

 

 Model Response: 

I know that you want to help all of our students be the best learners that they can be and one  

of the best ways you can help students reach their true potential at school is to introduce a 

one-to-one device policy.  

 

Computers can provide teachers and students access to the most current curriculum and 

subject updates available. They also give the teacher and students easy access to the 

Internet, which is an important tool for information gathering and research. Kids use 

computers all the time at home and the importance of computers in our lives is only going to 

increase. Therefore, we should use them as much as possible in the classroom to ensure we 

are ready for our future beyond school.  

 

Only having a few computers in a classroom or computer lab is not enough, as it might restrict 

students access to the computers. Every student needs to be able to have access to a 

computer whenever they need it in order for their work to be correct and of the highest 

possible standard. The most effective way to ensure this occurs, is by adopting a one-to-one 

device policy. 

 

Sincerely,  

Student 
 

 

           Question Four:  

 
Similar to the question above, students were required to write a letter to their school board opposing 

the adoption of a one-to-one device policy. Again, students’ responses should have been based 

solely on the information provided, though personal elaboration points could have been added to aid 

fluency and efficacy. 

 

 Model Response:  

I know a lot of people would like our school to adopt a one-to-one device policy, but I for one, 

do not. I believe our school already has enough computers and it would be a waste of money 

to provide every student with their own device. I definitely do not think that students would be 

disadvantaged by not having a one-to-one policy. I think the cost of providing each student 

with a device is too great and that this money should be spread across all other areas of the 

school, such as the Arts or Sports programs. Then, there is the cost of having to up-skill 

teachers or employ more staff to teach the teachers and keep the computers running well to 

consider.  

 

...This teacher’s answer guide is continued from the previous page. 

 This teacher’s answer guide is continued on the next page... 
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           Question Four (cont’d):  

 
Secondly, it doesn’t seem as though anyone can say that students work has improved that 

much by using the internet all the time for research as the information students find is not 

always accurate or appropriate. Computers can certainly help students to learn, but they will 

never be able to replace teachers, who are highly trained both in the subjects they teach and 

in the way students learn. I think computers are necessary and important in schools, but I 

think you would be better off spreading funds across lots of different areas rather than just 

investing in a device for each student. 

 

Sincerely,  

Student 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

...This teacher’s answer guide is continued from the previous page. 
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! 

Q2 

Mr. Wilson had been a teacher for 36 years. He was engaging 

and interesting. For decades, students always loved his 

classes, paid attention, learned a lot and got really good 

grades. But for the past couple of years, Mr. Wilson has been 

having more trouble with students who were not paying 

attention in class. Every other day, he would have to take a 

student’s phone away. Sometimes students would be surfing 

the Internet with their smartphones, sometimes they would be 

texting each other and sometimes they would be playing 

games. But they weren’t paying attention and lots of them were 

starting to do poorly in his class. Mr. Wilson was becoming 

more and more frustrated. He didn’t know what to do to get his 

students back on track. 

Mr. Wilson has quite a few problems with students in his classroom. Some students are surfing 

the Internet instead of paying attention in class. Others are texting each other and even playing 

games on their phones while Mr. Wilson is trying to teach. 

Knowing information about subjects is only one part of being intelligent. It’s also very 

important to understand how to use knowledge. You have to be able to take the facts that 

you know and apply them in useful ways in different situations.  

! 
What are three specific problems that Mr. Wilson is experiencing with students in his 

class? 
Q1 

! 
Read this story about Mr. Wilson and his students. Use the information to help you 

understand what some of Mr. Wilson’s problems in the classroom might be. 
! 
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! 

Read this story about Mr. Wilson and the problems that he used to have in class. Think 

about how his problems have changed over time.  
! 

Mr. Wilson was a great teacher, but he had always had some 

problems with some students. When he first started teaching, it 

took a while for him to get the hang of it. Students would talk to 

each other, pass notes and goof around. But as he became a 

better teacher, he figured out ways of teaching in a more 

interesting way. After a short time, most of the students wanted 

to pay attention to Mr. Wilson, instead of pass notes or tune 

him out. It also used to be much easier for Mr. Wilson to know 

when students were doing things they weren’t supposed to. He 

could easily see little folded notes getting passed from desk to 

desk, or hear students trying to whisper across the room. Now 

he was never sure when students were paying attention to him, 

or to a tiny electronic screen.  

The main cause of the problems in Mr. Wilson’s class seem to be students bringing their 

phones to class. 

Mr. Wilson is facing new problems in his classroom because students are now bringing 

smartphones to school. Students have been bringing phones to school for a few years now, but it 

is still recent compared to how long Mr. Wilson has been teaching for, being 36 years! He’s used 

to kids passing notes and talking in class and he knows how to deal with  those problems, but 

having smartphones to distract his student’s is a new problem that he doesn’t yet know how to 

solve. 

What is the main cause of the problems that Mr. Wilson is having in the classroom?  Q2 

Q3 

Why do you think that Mr. Wilson is starting to have new and different problems after so 

many years of teaching? Combine information from the stories with your prior knowledge 

to answer this question correctly and completely. SA
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Pretend that you are Mr. Wilson. Compose a short email to the workshop organisers to 

explain how the Smart Kid Smartphone Workshop might help solve problems in your 

class and how it has given you new ideas about how to use phones in the classroom. 
Q4 

Q2 

To: sksp@bestschool.com.au 

My name is Mr. Wilson and I am emailing about your Smart Kid Smartphone 

Workshop, which I am very interested in attending. 

 

 I have been teaching for 36 years and I think that over this time I have become a very good 

teacher. But for the last few years, I’ve been having lots of problems with students using their  

phones in class. I’m really interested in how to make phones more engaging and less  

distracting. At first I wanted to just find ways to make phones less of a problem,  

but your flyer gave me ideas on how to actually put phones to good use and help me as a  

teacher. I really want my kids to stop texting in class, but now I’m interested in knowing  

how to use phones to get them to participate more, do homework, and take assessments. 

 

I would really appreciate it if you could send me some information so I can sign up for the 

workshop and start putting these ideas into practice in my classroom right away! 

 
 

Thanks, 

Mr. Wilson   SA
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Smart Kid Smartphone 

  

 Question One: 

 
The key to this answer is finding the specific problems that Mr. Wilson is having in class. The 

problems arise from cell phone uses, but students should have answered with the specific  ways that 

they are using the cell phones that cause problems.  A model response is provided below.  

 

 Model Response: 

  

 Mr. Wilson has quite a few problems with students in his classroom. Some students are 

 surfing the Internet instead of paying attention in class. Others are texting each other and 

 even playing games on their phones while Mr. Wilson is trying to teach. 

 

Question Two: 

 
This is where the students should have generalised. They already described the specific problems, 

now they should have answered with the root cause of the problems, which is smartphones in class. 

The correct response is provided below.  

 

 Correct Response: 

 

 The main cause of the problems in Mr. Wilson’s class seem to be students bringing their 

 phones to class. 
 

 

           Question Three:  

 
This is where students should have brought in their own prior knowledge. Students aren’t expected to 

know exactly when mobile phones were invented or became popular, but students should know that 

36 years ago (when Mr. Wilson started teaching) kids did not have phones or bring them to class. A 

correct answer to this question should explain that Mr. Wilson is just seeing these problems now 

because students did not have smartphones throughout most of Mr. Wilson’s teaching career. A 

model response is provided below. 

 

 Model Response:  

 

Mr. Wilson is facing new problems in his classroom because students are now bringing 

smartphones to school. Students have been bringing phones to school for a few years now, 

but it is still recent compared to how long Mr. Wilson has been teaching for, being 36 years! 

He’s used to kids passing notes and talking in class and he knows how to deal with  those 

problems, but having smartphones to distract his student’s is a new problem that he doesn’t 

yet know how to solve. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  This answer guide is continued on the next page... 
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 Question Four: 

 
To create the best answer to this question, students would have had to try to think like Mr. Wilson. 

The flyer briefly describes some of the problems that Mr. Wilson has in class, but it also describes 

ways to improve students’ behaviour in class that Mr. Wilson has not thought of.  A correct answer to 

this question therefore, would have included some recall of information, drawing conclusions, and 

predicting what Mr. Wilson might find valuable or important. A model response is supplied below. 

 

 Model Response: 

 

 My name is Mr. Wilson and I am emailing about your Smart Kid Smartphone Workshop, which 

 I am very interested in attending. 

 

 I have been teaching for 36 years and I think that over this time I have become a very 

 good teacher. But for the last few years, I’ve been having lots of problems with students using 

 their phones in class. I’m really interested in how to make phones more engaging and less 

 distracting. At first I wanted to just find ways to make phones less of a problem, but your flyer 

 gave me ideas on how to actually put phones to good use and help me as a teacher. I really 

 want my kids to stop texting in class, but now I’m interested in knowing how to use phones to 

 get them to participate more, do homework, and take assessments. 

 

 I would really appreciate it if you could send me some information so I can sign up for 

 the workshop and start putting these ideas into practice in my classroom right away! 

 

 

Thanks, 

Mr. Wilson  

 

 

 

...This teaching guide is continued from the previous page. 
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Q1 

Q 

 

By today’s standards, the telegraph was a 

very crude and primitive form of 

communication. It sent messages over 

distances as a series of dots and dashes or 

audible beeps. A telegraph operator would 

have to translate a message from words into a 

code that he could transmit over the 

telegraph. Then the operator receiving the 

telegraph message would have to decode the 

message, turning the dots, dashes and beeps 

back into words. The telegraph also relied on 

miles and miles of wire. People in two 

different locations could not communicate by 

telegraph unless those two locations were 

connected by telegraph wires.  

 

Before people had the telegraph to send messages across a distance, they must have had  

to find ways to send physical messages from place to place. They must have relied on   

things like old fashioned mail, where people would actually deliver written messages. There 

was one way that the telegraph seemed to make communicating more complicated though. 

When people sent written messages or letters in the mail, it was doubtful that they would write 

in a code that needed to be decoded by the receiver. But the telegraph only sent dots, dashes, 

and beeps, so someone would have to know how to translate those into words 

Studying the past can help you predict the future. There a lot of patterns in history and 

many events and trends reoccur in cycles. Events taking place in the present can also 

help you understand what things were like in times gone by. 

! 
Read the passage below about the telegraph and consider what communication was like 

before the invention of this early device. 
! 

Describe how people may have sent messages over a distance before the telegraph was 

invented. Also explain how the telegraph improved communication, but at the same time, 

may have made communication over distance more complicated. 
Q1 
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Q1 

Q 

 

Alexander Graham Bell is credited with 

inventing the telephone. He patented his 

invention in 1876. The telephone represented 

a major advancement from the telegraph.   In 

fact, Bell had originally been working to make 

improvements to the telegraph before he 

invented the telephone. Graham’s telephone 

allowed users to transmit a voice over wires, 

instead of a coded message of dots, dashes, 

and beeps. Even though the telephone was 

much more practical than the telegraph, it was 

not nearly as advanced as the telephones we 

use today. 

 

! 

The telegraph allowed people to transmit messages over a distance without actually sending 

anyone to deliver the message, but the developments Alexander Graham Bell made with the 

telephone represented huge improvements. The telephone actually transmitted a person’s voice, 

so nobody had to change words into codes to send over the telegraph, or change the codes 

back into words. But one limitation of early telephones is that they still needed to send those 

voices over wires. So what would happen if two locations weren’t connected by telephone 

wires? I guess people in those locations wouldn’t be able to talk to each other using the 

telephone.  

! 
Explain what made the telephone a major improvement over the telegraph and explain 

one major limitation of early telephones. 
Q2 

! 
Read the passage about the early telephone and consider how it improved upon the 

telegraph and how it has improved even further to become the present day device it is.  
! 

SA
M
PL
E



Q1 

Q 

Q3 

All phones owe their existence to the telegraph. But the smartphones we use today are 

more direct descendents of the first handheld cell phone that Motorola unveiled in 1973. 

Compared to modern smartphones, the first mobile cell phone was huge and it wasn’t very 

smart. All it could do was make calls. Now mobile phones allow users to communicate in so 

many different ways that many people don’t even use their phones for talking much at all! 

! 

One way that the first cell phone was an improvement on Alexander Graham Bell’s first phone 

was its ability to send a person’s voice wirelessly, meaning the two phones didn’t not have to 

be connected by a network of wires. Smartphones today are better than the first cell phones 

because they are much smaller than the first cell phone. Another function that smartphones 

have that the early cell phones did not is that they are able to let their users communicate in 

more ways than just a voice call, such as through text message or emails. 

Smartphones definitely are much more technologically advanced than telegraphs, but they are 

similar in one way. Even though the main function of a smartphone is to make phone calls. A 

lot of people don’t really use them to make actual phone calls, instead using them for text 

messages and emails. Therefore they become more like a telegraph machine, transmitting 

symbols from one device to another. 

! 
Read this passage about the first cell phone and consider how it paved the way for the 

tiny, super-powerful smartphones that we use today to be developed. 
! 

! 
Explain one way the first cell phone improved upon Alexander Graham Bell’s telephone 

and explain two ways that modern smartphones have improved upon the first cell phone. 
Q3 

! 
Explain one way that people use smartphones today that is similar to the way that people 

used telegraphs in the past. 
Q4 SA
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Smartphone’s Granddad 

  

 Question One: 

 
Students should all know how ‘snail mail’ works and that people often had to deliver messages in 

person before the telegraph. But students should also have been able to figure out that even though 

the telegraph eliminated the need for people to travel long distances in order to deliver a message, it 

did make it necessary for a telegraph operator to be able to code words in a way that could be sent 

and to be able to decode messages received.  

 

 Model Response: 

 

Before people had the telegraph to send messages across a distance, they must have had  

to find ways to send physical messages from place to place. They must have relied on   

things like old fashioned mail, where people would actually deliver written messages. There 

was one way that the telegraph seemed to make communicating more complicated though. 

When people sent written messages or letters in the mail, it was doubtful that they would write 

in a code that needed to be decoded by the receiver. But the telegraph only sent dots, 

dashes, and beeps, so someone would have to know how to translate those into words.  

 

Question Two: 

 
Students should have picked out that the major improvement of the telephone compared to the 

telegraph that was no need for turning words into a code with a telephone, since it actually 

transmitted a person’s voice. The next part of the answer is not quite as obvious, but students should 

have considered the fact that early telephones could still only send messages to locations that were 

connected by telephone wires.  

 

 Model Response: 

 

The telegraph allowed people to transmit messages over a distance without actually sending 

anyone to deliver the message, but the developments Alexander Graham Bell made with the 

telephone represented huge improvements. The telephone actually transmitted a person’s 

voice, so nobody had to change words into codes to send over the telegraph, or change the 

codes back into words. But one limitation of early telephones is that they still needed to send 

those voices over wires. So what would happen if two locations weren’t connected by 

telephone wires? I guess people in those locations wouldn’t be able to talk to each other 

using the telephone.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  This answer guide is continued on the next page... 
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Question Three: 

 
Students needed to take information from multiple passages and incorporate them into one answer to 

describe an improvement from the telephone to the cell phone, and from the first cell phone to the 

smartphone. A model response is provided below. 

 

 Model Response:   

 

One way that the first cell phone was an improvement on Alexander Graham Bell’s first phone 

was its ability to send a person’s voice wirelessly, meaning the two phones didn’t not have to 

be connected by a network of wires. Smartphones today are better than the first cell phones 

because they are much smaller than the first cell phone. Another function that smartphones 

have that the early cell phones did not is that they are able to let their users communicate in 

more ways than just a voice call, such as through text message or emails. 
 

 Question Four: 

 
The simplest answer to this question could have been found in the last sentence of the final passage, 

but students may have had to consider what they already know about how people use smartphones 

to realize that actually was the best answer. A model response is provided below. 

 

 Model Response: 

 

Smartphones definitely are much more technologically advanced than telegraphs, but they 

are similar in one way. Even though the main function of a smartphone is to make phone 

calls. A lot of people don’t really use them to make actual phone calls, instead using them for 

text messages and emails. Therefore they become more like a telegraph machine, 

transmitting symbols from one device to another. 
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