
Higher Order
Thinking Skills

Analysing, synthesising 
and evaluating reasoning 

and procedures 

Critical
Thinking

Analysing, synthesising 
and evaluating reasoning 

and procedures 

Critical
Thinking

Generating ideas, 
possibilities and actions 

Creative
Thinking

Generating ideas, 
possibilities and actions 

Creative
Thinking

Reflecting on 
thinking processes

Effective
Learning

Reflecting on 
thinking processes

Effective
Learning

Problem Solving 
Strategies

Inquiring - Identifying, 
exploring and organising 

information & ideas 

Problem Solving 
Strategies

Inquiring - Identifying, 
exploring and organising 

information & ideas 

Critical
Thinking

• Recalling
• Locating
• Recognising
• Retrieving

KNOWLEDGE

• Comprehension
• Constructing Support
• Classifying/Categories

UNDERSTANDING

• Skill/Concept
• Apply
• Deductive Reasoning
• Inductive Reasoning
• Investigation
• Experimental Inquiry
• Strategic Thinking

APPLICATION

• Analysing Perspectives
• Comparing
• Synthesis

ANALYSIS

• Decision Making
• Evaluate and Appraise
• Analysing Errors

EVALUATION

Creative
Thinking

• Normal Brainstorming
• Lotus Blossom
• Reverse Brainstorming

BRAINSTORMING

• Ideas Box
• SCAMPER
• Thinking with Metaphors

FORCING
CONNECTIONS

• Exquisite Corpse
• Bouncing Ideas
• Storyboarding

COLLABORATION

• Alternative Questions
• Varied Sources
• Alternate Approaches

CONSIDERING
ALTERNATIVES

• Free Writing
• Thinking Outside the Box
• Hypothetical Thinking

IMAGINATION
& INSPIRATION

Effective
Learning

• Organising Data
• Presenting Data
• Flow Charts

INFORMATION
MODELLING

• Memory techniques
• Learning Styles
• Identifying Ideologies

METACOGNITION

• Describing
• Justifying 
• Reasoning

EXPLANATION

• Arrangement
• Texture
• Colour
• Depth
• Light
• Line
• Interpretation
• Shape & Size
• Mood

VISUAL LITERACY
~ ATCDLLISM

• Effective Highlighting
• Interpreting the Main Ideas
• Identifying the Answer

IDEAS & 
ANSWERS

Problem-Solving
Strategies

• Looking for Patterns
• Problem Solving Triangle
• Defining Problems

IDENTIFYING

• Act It Out
• Elimination
• Lateral Thinking
• Trial & Error
• Working Backwards

EXPLORING

• Divide & Conquer
• Six Thinking Hats
• Databases

ORGANISING
INFORMATION
& IDEAS


